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While every effort has been made to ensure theracguof this publication, the information herein is
intended as a general guide only. Neither theasthor the publishers can accept responsibilityafoy
loss occasioned to any person, howsoever causeatjsing as a result of, or in consequence ofpacti
taken or reframed from in reliance on the contemthis manual. Professional advice should be kbimg
the relevant country in all cases.

INTRODUCTION

The EU Youth Programme (2000-2006) has brought lopgertunities and benefits for learning to many
thousands of young people taking part in intermatigouth exchanges throughout Europe and in other
parts of the world. The Youth Programme has atsaght opportunities for learning and professional
development by youth workers and for the develogroéthe international aspect of Youth Work. This
Country Guide is aimed at improving the informateorailable to young people and those working with
them about countries that they intend to visitag pf a Youth Programme Exchange project. Thlk wi
help to enhance the experience of internationattyexchange for young people as a safe, effectide a

enjoyable learning experience.

The Country Guide is produced with the SupporhefEEU Commission. The source of all of the
information is the network of National Agenciestioé Youth Programme. This Europe-wide network has
developed during the life of the Youth Programme passesses a unique store of information andhnsig
into international youth work. Thanks for their popt are due to my fellow members of the Working
Group on Training in Risk and Young Person Protecin International Youth Exchange at whose

initiative this resource has been produced:

Pawel Aleksandrowicz, Sofie Cloostermans, Evelyoedard, Irene Handeland, Kevin Hickey,
Jutta Koenig-Georgiades, Erik Langbraten, GeardMadImhichil, Maria Conceicao Soares,

Bernice Sweeney, Adele Tinaburri, and Kati Virokin

The group is composed of staff of National Agenciepresentatives of the European Commission and

specialists in international youth work.

What follows is the collated data supplied by aitiwipating countries during 2006 in respect askRind
Young person protection issues. The research faaus¢he legislation, policy and practice in each
country. The first section of the report providedividual ‘country guides’ with a narrative on thature
of youth work practice in each country and paracunhitiatives focusing on risk and young person

protection.

The second section of the report draws togetheéhalinformation to look at the general patterantts and

differences across all the Member States.
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Austria

Information from Sept 2006
Youth Work Practice

Extracurricular youth work in Austria is done byfdrent public and private facilities on local, regal
and national level. The variety of activities offdris very wide.
Following institutions are responsible for youthrwin Austria:

The Federal ministry for social security, genenaiand consumer protection

Youth departments of the different provinces
Youth organisations and Youth federations
“open” youth work

Traditional youth work

The work of Youth organisations and Youth federagifulfils an important contribution for political
participation of young people.

They provide activities and implement projects, veheot only members of their institution are inwaidv
but which are open for individual young people withany organisational background.

Especially the tasks of the so called open youtrkwoe very varied. In general they are workingaon
regional level and respond directly to regionaldse@roblems, deficits and conditions.

A lot of youth work is done by voluntary workerscealso people in their educational phase are diieig
practical trainings within youth organisations.

Many organisations are members of the “Austrianidvial youth council” which acts as a platform for
youth work in Austria.

A big emphasis on Austrian level is set on the tgment of knowledge and experience of professional
and voluntary youth work. There is a broad offetrainings dealing with different issues of youtbrk
and the use of it is part of the work plans of yootganisations.

Any initiatives on risk or drug use among young people:

As in Austria the most common drug is alcohol, iamal wide initiative was started. The name iselivl
Spald mit MaR!” and you can find more informationfollowing websitehttp://www.spassmitmass.at

Name of Country: Austria
Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition
Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: officially at the age of 16
Consuming Alcohol 16 (drinks like beer, wine ...), (88 ong drinks, like
Spirits)
Buying Tobacco officially at the age of 16
Consuming Tobacco 16
Driving Cars - 18
Motorbikes — 18
Sexual Consent 14
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Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&iubstances

Drug Use Dealing, possession and use are all putage offences

Frequenting places which sell alcohol There is atboomal regulation, it depends on the
regulations of each federal province

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits There is a disction made between beginners and

experienced drivers. 0.0 per ml for beginners@bsdoer
ml for experienced drivers

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on Youth | There are no specific laws pertaining to exchanges.

Exchange

General Cultural Practices of Note -

Ratios In general 8:1 but may change dependinh@méeds of
the group

Qualifications of Youth Leaders One leader showdrhined in first aid

Reporting of Abuse No obligation to report.

Contact telephone numbers for
young people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges No specific laws

Child Protection Laws pertaining to YoungNo specific laws
People in Youth Clubs

Child Protection Policy or Guidelines No specifiovs
Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access
Access to Hospital Emergency Rooms No fee for acttethe emergency room if the person

has medical insurance.

Useful web addresses:

http://www.bmsg.gv.at/cms/siteENhe website of the Austrian federal ministry §mcial security,
generations and consumer protection in English
http://www.jugendvertretung.at/content/site/endgdisimmary/index.html?SWS=e7167e87d3854290a43al16
a7f49347c9-the umbrella organisation for young people’s argations in English
http://www.jugendinfo.cc/Enindex.asprouth Information Centres (YICs) in Austria in dish
http://www.bmsg.gv.at/cms/siteEN/attachments/6BFH0H074/CMS1135014375999/youth-policy-
austria.pdf-brochure with a brief overview of Austria, it'syth and the country’s youth policies in
English

http://www.jugendinfo.at/cms/front_content.phfhe website of the youth information centre & th
ministry of the Austrian federal ministry for sokcg&ecurity, generations and consumer protection in
German
http://www.bmsg.gv.at/cms/siteEN/attachments/9GHB078/CMS1147682472812/young-women-and-
men-in-austria.pdf The gender mainstreaming approach is incregsgajhing in significance for youth
work and youth policy. All those working with youmpgople are called upon to give appropriate
consideration to the gender aspect in their warlartler to ensure a systematic inclusion of thegmaty
“gender” in all political and educational spherésctivity, social research must make availabledgead
data, which give a detail account of the circumstarand lives of female and male young people and
young adults. The brochure is designed to makentxibation in this regard and thus support thesstg

for a youth policy and youth work in Austria thatgender-aware and just. Key topics dealt witthen t
brochure: School and education, World of work pofid Family, Spare time

http://www.jugendbeteiligung.cc/official website of young people’s participationAustria




Risk & Young Person Protection in the European Union — A Country Guide

Belgium

Information from Sept 20

Name of Country: Belgium (German Speaking

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood

18

Buying Alcohol:

There is no specific law but theoenmendation
is that young people under the age of 16 years
should not be permitted to buy alcohol

06

Consuming Alcohol

16 for drinks with less that 2p¥6of
18 for drinks with more than 22% proof.

Buying Tobacco

16

Consuming Tobacco

16

Driving

Cars: 18
Motorbikes: 18
Other Vehicles: 14

Sexual Consent

16

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use

Importation, consumption and sale of drugs is
illegal. Possession of up to 3gms of Cannabis i
not usually pursued by police if a person is ove
18 and not at risk.

2

r

Frequenting places which sell alcohol

No young pemsay frequent places which sel
alcohol after 10pm (22.00 hrs) unless
accompanied by an adult.

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits

0.5 mgs per @fnls of blood

Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on Youth Nothing specific. Everyone must use seat belts in
Exchange motor coaches.
General Cultural Practices of Note Nothing of note
Ratios 7:1
There is no law regarding male/female ratios but
it is recommended that both genders are
represented in the leader group.
There is no ratio recommendation for youth clups.

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

The honorary yowtbrkers (does this mean
volunteers?) must undertake paid vocational
training.

Reporting of Abuse

There is no obligation underléive but people dg
inform the respective rganization if they have
information regarding abuse.

Contact telephone numbers for young
people’s help lines and emergency
numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges

Nothing spedifi@xchanges but the child
protection laws apply.

Child Protection Laws pertaining to Young
People in Youth Clubs

None

Child Protection Policy or Guidelines

Not answered

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access
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Access to Hospital Emergency Rooms No immediatengay required. There may be

small excess payment required but that is invoi
after the fact.

[<5)

ced
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Belgium (FL)
Information from Sept 20
Name of Country: Belgium (FL)
Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition
Adulthood 18 and over

Buying Alcohal:

16. Alcohol cannot be offered otdto anyone under 16 year

Consuming Alcohol

Those under 16 cannot be offeresbld alcohol in a pub or
café. For stronger alcohol (spirits, alcopops ktaits or
breezers) the consumer must be over 18. Any Veatther
ordering alcohol for those under 16 is committingoffence
punishable by law.

Buying Tobacco

16 years

Consuming Tobacco

No legal constraint regardingsaonng tobacco

Driving

Car: 18

Motorcycle Category A: 16 years and a licence israquired
Motorcycle Category B: 50ccs 16 (licence required)
Motor Vehicle Limited cc’s 25kW 18

Motor Vehicle unlimited cc’s 21 years

Sexual Consent

16 years. For sexual activity wighung person between the
ages of 14 and 16 years, even with their conseatpérpetrator
is prosecuted for assault. For sexual activithwityoung
person under 14 years, the perpetrator is prosgéoiteape.

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Dru

gs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use

All drugs (hard and soft) are forbiddempé¢ople of any age.
Cannabis is forbidden by law but there is a diffieeein the
sanctions attributed to each offence dependinggen & under
18, the young person is considered to be infringfireglaw if
caught using or in possession of cannabis, Thesei8 in
possession of a very small amount will not be gcased
unless a) they are using in the presence of miorold they
disturb public order

Frequenting places which sell
alcohol

Unless accompanied by a parent or an adult, yoeonglp
under the age of 16 are not permitted in placegevhkeohol is
sold. An exception is made in regard to activitidating to
“non-profit” or benefit performances. These adies refer to
parties organised by youth movements, clubs ortsphrbs
etc.

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol
Limits

0.5mg per 100mis of blood is the limit for drivingf.the level
of blood alcohol is above 0.8, then the punishnbesbmes
more severe.

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on
Youth Exchange

There are no specific laws pertaining to excharggeshe
general laws on safety also apply to youth exchavigeh
covers:
Decree on recognition/funding for youth
accommodation
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Decree on tourism for all — this formulates the
standards and conditions regarding accommodation
Repertoire on Camp Sites — provides an overview ¢
“bivouac” houses, campsites for youth projectsl Al
sites are visited and a safety check is carried out
Local communicates can impose their own regulations
concerning Health & Safety in public buildings.
Legislation on how groups behave on public roads
New legislation pertaining to the rights and dutiés
volunteers stating that all organisations workirthw
volunteers should provide civil liability insuranfog
their members.

Decree on recognition/funding for nationally
organisation youth work — to ensure that all have a
insurance policy on public liability for all affdted
local groups. Many insurance policies exclude
explicitly “damage caused by youth leaders during
their activities”

Written consent of the parents/guardian if under 18
and crossing Belgian borders.

=3

General Cultural Practices of Note Nothing specific

Ratios The NA recommends a ratio of 10:1-2 butdhigmno
requirement in law.

There is no recommendation on male/female ratingdang
people to staff on a youth exchange.

No specific laws in regard to youth clubs thougiblf

liability rules indicate that the number of youdatiers should
be ‘reasonable’ in relation to number of membegs, @and type
of activity.

Qualifications of Youth Leaders Much youth workFkanders is volunteer-based. They can
participate in officially recognised training modalbut are not
obliged to do so.

The most commonly requested professional qualifioat
bachelor/master of human sciences, social assestanc
pedagogical qualification.

First Aid is not required but strongly advised. THemish Red
Cross provides training for youth leaders. The Reoks also
offers training to youth organisations on crisisitselling
(psycho-social care for victims and their familiesrisis).
This can take the form of direct training or on jhle coaching.

Reporting of Abuse No specific regulation in regardeporting. However, any
person guilty of “neglect” is punished under theglecode

Contact telephone numbers
for young people’s help lines
and emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges None

Child Protection Laws pertaining tq No specific laws
Young People in Youth Clubs

Child Protection Policy or There are no Child Protection Policy / Guideline8elgium
Guidelines Flanders. Belgium undersigned the Internationakiy for the
Protection of Children’s Rights. There is a Clelas Rights
Commissariat and a Commissioner who has an advisory
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function to the Flemish and national authoritied Barliament.
However, the NA has published a guidelines docuroaltd
“Veilig aan de Slag” for safety and risk prevention
international youth projects and is downloadabberfithe
website.

The NA also provides training workshops on the sabpf
safety in international youth projects.

Section V — Medical Care Charges

and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency
Rooms

No fee for access to the emergency room if thegoengs
medical insurance

Other

Several websites and publications of intessth include:
‘Loslopend Wild’

www.jongereninformatie.be

www.druglijn.be

www.vrijwilligerswerk.be

www.kinderrecthten.be

www.jint.be
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Belgium (FR)
Information from Sept 2009

Name of Country: Belgium FR
Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition
Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: No law to prevent the sale of alobto minors
Consuming Alcohol 16
Buying Tobacco 16
Consuming Tobacco No legal constraint
Driving Cars — 18

Motorbikes — 16
Other Vehicles - 18

Sexual Consent

16

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Dru

gs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use

All drugs are illegal and prosecutablée Belgian authorities
do not make a distinction between hard and sofjsland/or
drugs for personal use. Sentencing is at theetiser of the
courts.

Frequenting places which sell
alcohol

None

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol
Limits

50 mgs per 100mls of blood

Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on | None
Youth Exchange
General Cultural Practices of Note None

Ratios

7:1. This will vary with the level of spelcieeed.

No recommendation on male/female ratios. The oully
pertaining to youth clubs is that a full-time youatbsistant is
present.

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

Certain competerttage been outlined for those working in
this field. Action of the association; Human Raseu
management; administrative work and acquaintantte tive
association environment.

Reporting of Abuse

No obligation to report.

Contact telephone numbers
for young people’s help lines
and emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchange

D

None

Child Protection Laws pertaining tg
Young People in Youth Clubs

Internal regulations must be developed and subdhitt¢he
Youth Department of the Ministry.

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

Youth protection is entrusted to the Communitiethwhe
inclusion of social and judiciary protection. Hoveeythe
following five matters are under the auspices defal
authority:
1. Civil law rules relative to the status of minorglghe
family,
2. Criminal law rules turning into law -breaking

behaviours violating youth protecting laws

10
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3. The organisation of the youth courts,

4. The forfeiture of parental authority and the
guardianship on family allowances

5. The fixing of measures that could be taken towards
minors guilty of an infraction of the law

Belgium (FR) has a very particular structure aratpce

around Child Protection. Details of the policieslan

practice of the communities will be annexed torteort.

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency
Rooms

Yes - Different rules and fees apply dependinghenhospital
policy

11



Risk & Young Person Protection in the European Union — A Country Guide

Cyprus

Information from Sept 2006

Youth Work Practice

Cyprus has a long history and practice of Voluriseerespecially in the areas of charity work andpgup
to people with experiencing disadvantage. Thessble@n an increase in interest in youth mattersane
formal education. The youth board of Cyprus is@mernment agency for youth matters. The National
Youth council is a member of the Youth Forum anteoNGOS.

Any initiatives on risk or drug use among young people

There are Governments agencies and NGO'’s whichosuftie following areas: Road
Safety, Family Violence, Sexuality, Young Refuge®igls, Teenage Pregnancy and Drug
Use. They is a National Anti-drug Agency that caoatkes all the activities relating to
prevention of drug-use..

Name of Country: Cyprus

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: 16
Consuming Alcohol 18
Buying Tobacco 16
Consuming Tobacco 18
Driving Cars - 18

Motorbikes — 17
Other Vehicles - 18

Sexual Consent 18

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use All drugs are illegal and a prison sengeisapplied for any
offence.

Frequenting places which sell alcohal  Night clueneral stores and supermarkets, mini markets
stores

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits | 38ml very stetly applied

Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on None
Youth Exchange

General Cultural Practices of Note None

Ratios No recommended ratios

Qualifications of Youth Leaders No professionallfications for youth workers

Reporting of Abuse report cases of child abuséeasbcial welfare ministry and
police

Contact telephone numbers for
young people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges None

Child Protection Laws pertaining to | General laws apply
Young People in Youth Clubs

Child Protection Policy or Guidelines General Lagdisted below:

12
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26(111) 94
2(1) 96

83 (1) 99
143 (1) 02
Charter 352
203 (1) 04
190 (1) 02

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency Roonhs None

Useful web addresses:

www.youthboard.org.cy
http://www.moi.gov.cy
gdirector@moec.gov.cy

perm.sec@moh.gov.cy

13
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Czech Republic

Information from Sept 2006
Youth Work Practice

National level
TheCzech Council of Children and Youth — is an organisation which acts as a platform @artly
and children associations in the Czech Republiaiiiished in 1998 and has 200, 000
members). It safeguards and promotes, in spitii@f'Convention on the Rights of the Child", all
reasonable interests of children and young peopdeder to contribute to the development of
their spiritual, mental, physical and social quedit
Circle of Children and Youth Associations - enforces the conditions for work with childremda
youth in civic associations)
National Institute of Children and Youth - the activities of this organisation are focused
particularly on carrying out interdisciplinary othitnd youth research projects (the Czech National
Agency YOUTH also falls within this structure).

District level(There are 14 districts in the Czech Republic)
each district establishes its owwouse of children and Youth (offering leisure activities for
children and young people)
There are als®istrict councils of Children and Youth

Local level-at local level there are multiple NGO’s — big amdall - which offer various activities for
children and youth (e.g. Association of Youth Imf@tion Centres, youth clubs etc.)

Initiatives on Risk Issues and Drug Use

National level- There is a directerimary Prevention Programme from Ministry of Education
intended for schools. Some NGO's can be approvektliver this programme to schools.
Local level- There are numerous so-called C-centre (contattes), Prev-centre (prevention
centres), A- centres (after-treatment centres) ielwprovide information about prevention
programmes, special initiatives for those dealiritlp wubstance addiction etc.

Name of Country: Czech Republic

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: 18
Consuming Alcohol 18
Buying Tobacco 18
Consuming Tobacco 18
Driving Cars — 18

Motorbikes (depending on cc) 15-21
Other Vehicles — 15-18

Sexual Consent 14
Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&ubstances
Drug Use The law does not prohibit the simple Us#riags but prohibits

preparatory acts i.e. possession. If caught wiinall amount of
drugs (less than 10 doses/lines) without the iidanb supply, then
the authorities can impose a non-criminal sanatign a fine of up
to €500. Since 1998, possession of a “greatershaall” amount is
a criminal offence with a sentence of up to 2 yedmsafficking,

14
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sale and possession of a significant quantity reengence of
between 2 and 10 years in prison.

Frequenting places which sell
alcohol

No specific laws

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol
Limits

Law no. 361/2000 adopts a zero-tolerance to drionkind driving.
The law also prohibits drinking alcohol before drile operating
un-powered vehicles (e.g. bicycles)

Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People
on Youth Exchange

None

General Cultural Practices of
Note

None

Ratios

Minimum of two instructors one of whom mhbstover 18 years.
Youth clubs in the Czech Republic should have adtlene adult
experienced leader who can be assisted by an atstrevho can be
aged 15+. There are no other recommendationspeot of ratios.

Qualifications of Youth Leader

D

Professional quedifions and standards for youth leaders are
currently being developed. For those who are fpaic
instructors/leaders of summer camps and instrucésonsible for
healthcare must have attended a training coursedited by the
Ministry of Education, Youth & Sport.

Reporting of Abuse

No obligation to report. Howewwesexual abuse that is current o
likely to continue in the future must be reportedte police.

Contact telephone
numbers for young
people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth
Exchanges

Currently, there is no exclusive law dealing wittild protection.

There are several national regulations in plagpteern the safety
of young people during leisure time activities.s@|the Conventior
on the Rights of the Child must be respected.

Child Protection Laws
pertaining to Young People in
Youth Clubs

There are no special regulations for youth clubs

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

There is no official Child Protection Policy in pka

Section V — Medical Care Cha

rges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency
Rooms

No charge is imposed for treatment and medicatofet) citizens
on presentation of a valid health insurance caddlBn Czech
republic has bilateral agreements on the provisidmealth care free
of charge with some other European countries Rutgaria,
Moldova, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia et¢juslthese
countries receive the same provision as appliédXaitizens.
Citizens of & countries are provided healthcare at a negotiable

price which varies from country to country

Useful Websites and Resources

www.crdm.cz/en/index.htm{Czech Council of Children and Youth)
www.icmcr.cz/(Association of Youth Information Centres)
www.prevcentrum.cz/indeXPrev-centre)

www.msmt.cz(Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports)

15
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Denmark

Information last updated: 31 Mar 2009

Name of Country: Denmark

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: 16 in stores
18 in bars
Consuming Alcohol 18 in a bar, but no other laws.
Buying Tobacco 18
Consuming Tobacco No law about that
Driving Cars: 18

Motorbikes: below 500ccs 18
Motorbikes: above 500ccs 21
Mopeds: 16 with a special driving license

Sexual Consent 15
Section Il — Laws and Practice in relation to Dtigg
Drug Use In Denmark there is a law addressing Eupliirugs. The Government

has developed an action plan to fight against drugstails can be seen at:
http://english.vfm.dk/social-issues/Disabled/druisuse/Sider/Start.aspx
Particularly about young people and drug abuse:
http://english.vfm.dk/social-issues/children-and-
youth/disadvantagedyoungpeople/youngpeopleanddrug®iSider/Start.

aspx
Frequenting places which Many bars have an age limit of 18, 21, or even@&y. Children may
sell alcohol frequent a bar in the presence of a parent or ¢gaard
Drink-driving — Blood The permissible alcohol concentration is 0.5 mgslj@ml of blood

Alcohol Limits
(concentration per 100mls
of blood.

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young | Passengers and the driver must wear seat beltstor koaches
People on Youth

Exchange

General Cultural None

Practices of Note

Ratios 10:1. However, if the group is mixed theeréhmust be a leader of each

gender. In the case of disadvantaged youth groufi®se with special
needs — leader ratios may be higher.
No other recommendations regarding ratios

Qualifications of Youth | None. However, many paid youth workers have aragegical
Leaders education/qualification

Reporting of Abuse No obligation except when iruali club
The abuse must be reported to the local municipatitl then by the
municipality to the national ministry

Contact telephone The general emergency numbers are:

numbers for young 112 for ambulance

eople’s help lines 114 for police assistance
peop P 116 111 is a help line for children and young peaphnned by adult

and emergency counselors

16
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numbers

Section IV — Child
Protection

Specific Laws for Youth
Exchanges

None

Child Protection Laws
pertaining to Young
People in Youth Clubs

None

Child Protection Policy of
Guidelines

None but associations/institutions working withldreén can request polic
clearance on recruited youth workers

[}

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital

Emergency Rooms

No charges to access the emergency room of a abspit

17
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Estonia
Information from Sept 20

Name of Country: Estonia
Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition
Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: 18
Consuming Alcohol 18
Buying Tobacco 18
Consuming Tobacco 18

Driving

Cars: 18 years. lItis possible to apply for a liceatd 6
years but the driver must be accompanied by an adha
has a minimum of 2 years driving experience

For heavier vehicles — cars, trucks, minibusesrihmmum
age is 21 years.

Motorbikes: - Generally 18 years

Smaller motorbikes 125 ccs — 16 years

Bigger motorbikes above 25kW — 21 years

Other Vehicles

Bicycles — 10 years

Moped — 14 years (with special licence)

Rowboat — 16 years

Motor Boat — 18 years

Sexual Consent

14 years

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs

and Euph&ibstances

Drug Use

All narcotics (including cannabis) aredl. Nevertheless,
they are consumed to some degree.

Frequenting places which sell alcohg

| Those un8eare not permitted in places selling alcohol
during the hours of 10pm and 6am. Consumptioricaftel

in a public place (unless a bar) is prohibited.

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits

No blood alcath concentration is allowed while driving.

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on
Youth Exchange

None. There are some regulations pertaining téhyoamps
but youth exchanges do not qualify under thesergait

No obligation to wear seat belts in motor coachéssbat
belts are obligatory in cars

General Cultural Practices of Note

Culturally acebfe to go to the sauna nude, also in mixe
gender groups if agreed. Nothing else in particular

Ratios

No recommendations regarding any ratios

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

There is a vocadiattiploma in youth work offered by 3
educational institutions. There is a recently dieped
professional standard for youth work which defittese
different levels of youth worker with specific récgments
for qualifications.

Reporting of Abuse

More a moral obligation — at lneel of responsible
citizenship. Such cases should be reported todheepor
local municipality child protection worker.

Contact telephone numbers fo
young people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

1

Section IV — Child Protection

18
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Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges

Child Protectfat — Youth Work Act

Child Protection Laws pertaining to | Child Protection Act — Youth Work Act

Young People in Youth Clubs

Child Protection Policy or Guidelines

Yes — Chilabtection Concept

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency Rooms

No charge
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Finland

Information from Sept 2006
Youth Work Practice

Finnish youth work is based on the law. Finnishtkiosork tradition is over a hundred years old. Tih&
Youth Work Act was passed at the beginning of g0k, the most recent was passed in January 2006.
The government is responsible for supporting Fimgizuth organisations, youth work organisations and
local youth services. Municipalities are in chaaféocal youth services, and consequently receioaay
from the state budget. Youth work expenses areided in the state budget. Youth work has an estedi
position in multiple and in one-to-one youth wolFinland has its own education and training system f
youth workers. Youth work comes under EU jurisdistand Finland is strongly committed to the
principles of European Youth Work: participatioough information, volunteer service, youth reseanacti
horizontal youth policy.

In Finland, youth work is an independent branch.

Network-based youth work is characterised by g&ul’ structure. The tripod system means that the
Ministry’s Youth Division cooperates with Alliansshe umbrella organisation for Finnish youth
organisations, and the Youth Research Network gompaojects and improvements. The authorities,
youth organisations and youth research always loalide. As part of the Ministry, the Youth Divisien
part of the government; its task is to provide infation and ensure that youth education is inith
young people’s living conditions. At its best, thipod system gives young people a strong voice in
decision-making.

In addition, there is The Advisory Council for Yaukffairs, represented by leaders of various youth
organisations and the best experts on youth relsse@s. The Advisory Council, in conjunction witte
Ministry, provided an added value — a youth potlapension— to the administration. The Council pded
estimates and suggestions that are essential teettieal administration of youth work.

Every year, The Youth Organisation Subsidy Commajttbe other specialist body, submits a proposal to
the Ministry of Education on the allocation of funi national youth organisations.

From the article "Youth Work in Finland" written i@lli Saarela, Director of the Youth Policy Divisio
Ministry of Education (the full article and many reaelated articles can be found in the publicatiéino
is who in Finnish youth work'Www.alli.fi)

Initiatives on Risk Issues or Drug Use

In EU Youth Programme the Finnish National Agen¢ylO has supported projects (Actions 1, 3 and 5)
which have focused on patrticipation and social engyment of young people, work against drug abuse
and dropping out of school and projects that haved at preventing social exclusion.

The Finnish National Board of Education (undernfiristry of Education) coordinates the Youth
Participation Project (2003 — 2007). The object¥¢he project is to develop permanent practises an
models of operation in order to advance youth piadtion intensifying local and regional co-opevati
and increasing collaboration between administrativgies. The project promotes young peoples’
opportunities to influence and participate anditnarily targets pupils in the final stages of thei
compulsory education and young people who havedtffidulties in being admitted to educational
institutions or in launching a career. The Finfshistry of Education has selected a total of 39
municipalities or federations of municipalitiesiie part of the collaborative experiment. A totahuaire
than 60 municipalities have joined the project reets. In local and regional level the projects have
focused in development of advance prevention arlg edervention methods, implementing child and
youth policies across sectoral borders, social evmepment, work against drug abuse, and work withngou
people with immigrant backgrounds and welfare afng people in general.
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On the local, regional and national

level youthatépents of municipalities and different organisas

run different campaigns against drug abuse anddcial empowerment among young people.

Name of Country: Finland

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood

18

Buying Alcohol:

18 for mild alcoholic beverages
20 for all strong alcoholic beverages

Consuming Alcohol

18 years
Finland has specific definitions for alcohol stréng

of 22% by volume
Strong alcoholic drink is defined as containing more than 22
of ethanol by volume.

Mild alcohol drink contains maximum concentration of ethanol

Do

Buying Tobacco

18 years

Consuming Tobacco

18 years

Driving

Cars — 18 ears
Motorbikes — 18 years
Mopeds and Tractors — 15 years old

Sexual Consent

16 years

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Dru

gs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use

Drug abuse and associated acts are tptalhbited in Finland.
The anti-drug laws are strictly enforced as a detgrto young
people.

Prevention and information are tools used to impede
experimentation with drugs among young people.
Care and treatment must be linked to individuakisesnd
applied to all drug users

Frequenting places which sell
alcohol

No specific laws. However, alcohol may not be edrto a
minor (under 18) and the management of bars etc may
determine times after which minors may no longegtrent the
premises.

The National Product Control Agency for Welfare ahehlth
(SSTV) steers the implementation of the Alcohol At
regional and local level. They also supervise adtoh
advertising, implement the national alcohol progreerand
monitor the alcohol industry’s activities in orderminimise
health and social problem related to alcohol. Tverall aim is
to create a downward trend in the overall consuonpoif
alcohol. SSTV has published recommendationsd¢enked
premises in which they responsibility for monitgrialcohol
consumption. Proof of age is required.

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol
Limits

.59 per litre for “driving under the influence”

1.2g per litre for “aggravated drunken driving”

Narcotic substances or metabolic agents in thedolat) also
result in a charge of drunken driving.

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on
Youth Exchange

In Finland, everyone travelling in cars or vansliiged to

wear seat belts. Seat best are compulsory andatweys be
worn if they are installed. There is a bill befg@/ernment to
tighten the use of seat belts in coaches and ifoaed comes

into force in May 2006. Seat belts will be obliggtin all large
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coaches and trucks.

General Cultural Practices of Note

http://finland.cimo.fi/ Discover Finland on the web, contains a
lot of useful information about staying in Finland.

In EVS trainings for volunteers the issues thayth&ually have
had questions about is sauna and nudity in saim&mland
having a sauna is very common. Public saunas gregeged
by sex. More information dtttp://www.sauna.f{the Finnish
Sauna Society).

The EVS volunteers have also discussed the peisoofl
Finns in general, focusing on Finns being quiegdirg their
own space and being slow to warm up to new peapieedl as
the habits of drinking alcohol to the state of kitation.

Ratios

The Finnish National Agency recommendstthexte are at
least two leaders, one male and one female fouthygroup.
The ratio depends on the needs of the group. Tibthut
criteria of youth exchanges there has to be at legsuth
leader per 10 young persons but the NA recommentatiat
least two.

The municipal youth departments and offices reconuhbat
there are at least two leaders, one male and onadebut it
not always carried out in practice because of nessuwithin
the local organisations.

Ratios in youth clubs are dependent on the policieke
municipal youth departments and the resourcesatteat
allocated to youth work from each municipality. @eadly as
many leaders as possible are used and supplemeitted
volunteer staff but there are no specific recomménds.

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

The recognised iigations of a professional youth leaders
include vocational training in youth and leisurerwor
polytechnic level education programmes. Trainddnteers
can be recruited to youth houses for evening arekered work
but a qualified youth worker is always presentskRi
assessment plans and procedures are being plansederal
municipalities.

Reporting of Abuse

Yes. Any case of abuse museperted to the immediate
superiors and social workers are brought into ts=c
immediately. All persons working for social- andalth
services, day-care, schools, police or congregditame an
obligation to report any abuse by law.

Contact telephone numbers
for young people’s help lines
and emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchange

5 None

According to the Youth Work Act in Finland youth rkcand
youth policies are part of the tasks of municijpedit Youth
work is implemented by municipalities, youth orgeations and
organisations which carry out youth activities. Mipalities
and youth organisations draw guidelines concerning
international activities carried out.
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Child Protection Laws pertaining tg None but professional youth workers are alwaysenes

Young People in Youth Clubs youth clubs. Again as above, the guidelines anitigsl
concerning this are drawn on municipal level.

Child Protection Policy or Each municipality is responsible for organisinglgjuidance

Guidelines and family counselling services based on Act oddChi

Protection (1983/683). Municipalities have to prédae
general basis and guidelines approved by theirdbobsocial
affairs on how they organise measures linked tt chi
protection, improve living conditions of childrendayoung
people and support their upbringing. These sesvicestly
deal with problems affecting children, differenpgporting
measures and preventative measures.

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency Local authorities are free to decide whether ortaaharge
Rooms patients for this service. There is some latituatetlie
introduction or abandonment of client fees at |deaél.

For example, Helsinki Health Centre charges €1hémess to
the emergency room but it is not charged to thoskul8
years. The emergency fee is €15 (only two emergenc
hospitals in Helsinki) and those under 18 are harged. Most
medical expenses are covered by tax revenue

Useful Websites and Resources

www.alli.fi Finnish Youth Co-Operation — Allianssi (umbrella organisation for Finnish youth
organisations), includes material in English eWh6’s Who in Finnish Youth Work" —publication.
Allianssi runs the Youth Policy Library and its lemitions include research literature and other
publications, which deal with young people. Thdeaxtion contains some 13 000 publications and 200
volumes of journals and reviews. Allianssi alsolmiies an educational magazine Youth Work
(Nuorisoty6), eight times per year.

http://www.nuorisotutkimusseura.fi/

Youth Research Society promotes multi-disciplinary youth research in &imd. The society organises
national and international seminars, maintain @&stggof youth researchers, publish the journal
Nuorisotutkimus (Youth Research) in cooperatiorhwiite Finnish Youth Co-operation Allianssi, and
produce a series of youth research publications.

http://www.minedu.fi/minedu/youth/

Ministry of Education in Finland

The overall direction and development of youth wisrthe responsibility of the Youth Division. From
these www-pages you will find among other thinggsith living standard indicators, which represent the
living standards of Finnish youth aged 15-29 amghblicationYouth in Finland has been published by
the Youth Policy Division. The publication take&een look at youth policy and young people’s living
conditions in Finland. It comprises three sectiofuth Policy, Youth Work Structures and Youth
Participation.
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France

Information last updated: 8 Apr 2009
Youth Work Practice in France

In France, the legal definition of youthfisom 16 year old up to 25 year old.
Several actors are involved in youth policy:
- Public actors at national level :
0 Ministry of youth
0 Ministry of education
0 Ministry of employment

- Public actors at regional and local level : local and regional authorities
- Civil Society

1. National level

France implements youth public policy (formal education, employment, health, etc.).
For example, Ministry of Youth and Sports has 3mpaiorities:

- ProgrammeEnvie d’Agir (Willing to act) to support youth initiatives anguth projects (in
several fields such as culture, solidarity, enteepurship, etc

- Voluntary work : to give a legal status to volurmtem France

- Summer jobs (in France and Europe) : to develagrinétion on summer jobs on a large scale

National Programmes on youth
Youth and Voluntary Organisations Programme

The programme is divided into 5 priority actions:
- Action 1 : promoting voluntary organisation
- Action 2 : promoting actions targeted at young peop
- Action 3 : promoting actions geared towards nomAfaireducation (popular education)
- Action 4 : youth protection
- Action 5 : training youth workers and voluntary angsation managers

Other national public bodies who are directly irnwesl in youth policies

Other Ministries: the Department of Foreign anddpean Affairs, of Justice, of Agriculture and Fisks, of
Employment, of Social Affairs and Solidarity, of uggtion, of Housing and City, of Culture and
Communication.

The Parliament commission in charge of youth isssieslled “Commission of Cultural, Family and Salci
Affairs” of the national Assembly and the Commissfor Cultural Affairs.

The Parliament commission is in charge of the pafmn of the legislative discussions and a larger
mission of information and supervising.

2. Regional and local authorities

France has local governments: Regions, Departnagatdunicipalities.
Regional public authorities - with competencieshia youth field - can adopt any decision in thegaaof
competences, concerning youth (i.e. to supportermational mobility, to support youth initiatiyestc.)

Local public authorities with competencies in tloaith field

Public authorities on the local level are as fathas Region is concerned, tii®nseil Régional, for the
Department theConseil Général; for the municipalities th€onseil municipal. Each of these bodies has
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specific competencies in the Youth field and abalés able to deal with Youth issues if the lotdkrest
is concerned.
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3. Civil Society

o0 Community Education NGO (non governmental organisations)

The concept of “community education” appeared dutihe French Revolution and it wad developed
during the 19th century and officially recognisedlP45. It aims at offering a wide access to edocatnd
knowledge for all and at promoting and facilitatiagcess to a wide range of voluntary educationd! an
developmental activities to all members of the camity, regardless of age/gender/status.

0 Other NGO (associations)

NGO are concrete actors and partners in the implertientaf youth public policies. They run their own
youth policy and programmes but they take part theoelaboration of youth policies together withbliw
bodies. Local organisation aseganised in regional and national networks. Most of these networks are
members ofCNAJEP (French National Council for Youth and Communityugdtion Organisations)
French member of the European Youth Forum (EYF).

There are two kinds of youth workers (translateBranch byanimateur):

volunteers, mostly young people working within leisure timentres or youth clubs angrofessionals
working for a wide range of structures (i.e. cesti@er youth and culture, social centres, rural sjuith
different target groups (i.e. young people withslegpportunities, disable people, elderly peopland
running all sort of activities (sport, arts, cultur. etc.)

These structures are mainly public or managed byprofit organisations.

Volunteers are fundamental for youth work in Frandéthout them, most of the activities in youthldie
could not be implemented.

Both volunteer and professional workers need to have a certificate or a diploma (to be trained}o
work in the youth sector.
Training for volunteers:

- BAFA : basic certificate for volunteer workers (d8ys for a basic session + 14 days practical
training + 6 days session or 8 days for qualif@asession)
- BAFD : for volunteer workers who will be responsilfbr a holiday and leisure centre

3 levels of diplomas for professional workers :
- Basic diploma for youth worker
- Diploma for management and direction of structuresprdination of activities, project

management
- Diploma for conception of youth policies like traig engineering for example

Initiatives to fight against drug use and to prevent dependence among young people

MILDT (Interdepartmental Mission for the Fight agsi Drugs and Drugs addiction) is a special nationa
body to fight against drugs use works to increasperation between different ministries. The MILDG-
ordinates government action in the fields of preen health and social care, law enforcementning,
communication, research and international exchaogeagiestions of drugs and addictive behaviours.

Website:http://mildt.systalium.org/

Drogues Alcool Tabac Info Service is the national telephone information and prewemnservice. The
service is available 24 hours a day, and is anongnand free of charge (0800 23 13 13).
Additional services:

Phone number “alcohol” 0 811 91 30 30

Phone number “cannabis” 0 811 91 20 20
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Name of Country: France

Section | - Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood

18

Buying Alcohol:

18
There is no legal distinction made between buyimd) @nsuming
alcohol

Consuming Alcohol

18

Buying Tobacco

16
No legal difference between buying and consuming

Consuming Tobacco

16

Driving

Cars: 18

Motorbikes: 16 for 125cc; 18 for bigger motorbikes
Other vehicles: 18

Driving license is required

Sexual Consent

There is no stated legal age obsernsent. However, engaging
sexual activity with a young person under 15 yedalscan lead to
legal proceedings. Between 16-18 years parentsteaegal
proceedings against a/their child depending ortittteimstances.

in

Section Il - Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph@&ubstances

Drug Use

No legal distinction made between light hard drugs.
Punishment for possession of drugs for personaisu€&750 and/or
1 year prison.

Judge may demand a drug therapy instead of priatescing.
For dealing in drugs (but not trafficking) the firee€75,000 and a 5
10 year prison term.

Frequenting places which sell alcohol

Young peaplder the age of 16 are not permitted in a pladetw
sells alcohol without being accompanied by an adult

=

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits

The blood albwl limit for driving in France is 0.5mgs per 10Gml|
of blood or more

Fines for driving under the influence of alcohatga from €750 —
4500 with between 3 and 6 penalty points addediting licence
(12 points in total). For extreme cases of dangedyiving under th
influence of alcohol, people are disqualified frdniving and can be
sentenced to up to two years in prison.

1%

Section Il - Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on You
Exchange

tery strict practices regarding youth exchangeslwviag young
people under 18’ (minors) both in France and ahroad

In this context, if the number gbung people under age exceeds 6
minors, a declaration must be made to the locakssmtation of the
Ministry of Youth (DDJS). There are specific rutancerning
ratios, qualifications of youth workers and theqpie of some
sports.

The ministry is currently working on foreign quadtion/diplomas
to be recognised in France.

One youth leader must have First-Aid training

Motor coaches must have seatbelts

Rules are very strict about adventure sport - @afhpevater sports.

General Cultural Practices of Note

Nothing addgion

Ratios

Ratio is 10:1
This ratio changes significantly when the group $@ecial needs.
There should be sufficient adults of both genders.

A specific document is under translation
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Quialifications of Youth Leaders

A youth worker mhsive at least one professional diploma e.qg.
BAFA (Youth Camp Certificate)
BAFD (Youth Camp and Club Leader)
BEATEP and DEFA - a complete list will be appentethe final
draft of this report
No more than 20 % of total number of youth leadars be non-
qualified.

Reporting of Abuse

Yes, there is an obligationeoart abuse cases. An immediate
declaration to the police and to the local repreg@m of the
Ministry of Youth (DDJS).

Contact telephone numbers for young
people’s help lines and emergency
numbers

112 - Numéro d'urgence - norme européenne (Emeygemober —
European norm)

119 - Enfance en danger (childhood in danger)

Numbers of DDJS (local unit in charge of youth apdrt) and of a
préfecture du département d'accueil

Section |V - Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges

Yes

Child Protection Laws pertaining to
Young People in Youth Clubs

Yes - specific rules for outdoor activities and gpoelating to
equipment, qualification of youth leaders, ratia anedical
certification.

At least one leader must be qualified in First Al the group mus
have a First Aid kit.

Child Protection Policy or Guidelines

Details ofsthre available from the ministry on their website
WWW.jeunesse-vie-associative.gouv.fr

Section V - Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency Rooms$

No chargefeedl covered by insurance.

Useful Websites & Resources

Official websites (French)

General information for young people — Ministry\Xafuth website

http://www.jeunes.gouv.fr/

INJEP website — Institute for Youth and CommunitjuEation. Documentation, research, training
activities on youth work and youth policies in Fean

http://www.injep.fr/

youth information network in France

http://www.inet.jeunesse-sports.

gouv.fr/rij/rijindex.asp

Defence of children rights

http://www.defenseurdesenfants.fr/

Young people rights website (about health, scramtuality, etc.)
http://www.droitsdesjeunes.gouv.fr/

CIDJ - Youth information and documentation centre
(the national information centre for young peopbeated in Paris )

http://www.cidj.com/
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Official website for child protection on Internetecurity on Internet for children)
http://www.mineurs.fr/

Official website to notify Internet illicit/illegavebsites
https://www.internet-signalement.qouv.fr/
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Germany

Information from Sept 2006

Youth Work Practice

The Federal Republic of Germany has a wide-rangimysocially underpinned system of children and
youth services. Children and youth services desdhib area of social work which serves to pronmuoge t
development of young people outside school. Tha thildren and youth services was introduced in
connection with the new legal foundation for thisivaty, the law which reformed children and youth
services — the Children and Youth Service Act 2@t June 1990.

One of the main features of children and youthises/in Germany is the activities of voluntary and
statutory support agencies, which stand for comenitinoy society (non-governmental, as distinct fitbm
state), on the one hand, and public youth suppoxtigied by Youth Offices, on the other hand. Traest
not only recognises voluntary support agenciesonatly, but also provides their activities withdimcial
support.

The range of voluntary support agencies is vergmdig, taking in associations and organisationseaeti
national level, regional associations, local ittities and self-help groups. They are autonomotisdin
activities, meaning that they set the content ayalggof their work themselves within the framewofk
Germany’s legal system. Voluntary support agendeesot generally devote themselves to the wholgegan
of youth support services, but are active in certi@lds of social work, such as youth work, socio-
educational provision for young people, residerték or child and youth guidance.

Statutory youth services represent the other maihgd children and youth services system and dpena
the basis of the Children and Youth Services Adoat levels:

- At federal level, through the ministry responsifiethis field (at present the Federal
Ministry for Family, Senior Citizen, Women and Ybayiby preparing legislation and
financing measures of national importance and nreasutended to serve as a model
(The Children and Youth Plan of the Federation).

- Atthe level of the federal states, through theistiies responsible for this field by
preparing the legislation of the federal stateppsuting projects covering the whole
federal state and developing youth services paitdgderal state level.

- Atlocal level support agencies, through the YoOffices of the federal states with
advisory, coordinating, regional planning and farttraining functions.

- Atthe level of local youth services agencies, tiglothe Youth Offices in districts and
towns which are administrative districts in theiwroright. The main burden of statutory
youth services falls to these bodies.

Initiatives on Risk Issues or Drug Use

There are lots of initiatives concerning drug praixe measures, self help groups or programmeseThe
are also addiction counselling centres at natiandllocal levels, which are coordinated by the Fade
Centre for Health Education. They also have a watiggm undewww.drugcom.deffering help and
advice and giving information about legal and idedrugs.
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Name of Country: Germany

Section | — Issue of Legal Recog

nition

Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohal: 16
Consuming Alcohol 18
Buying Tobacco 16
Consuming Tobacco 16

Driving

Cars & Motorbikes — 18
Mopeds and motorbikes of lighter cc - 15

Sexual Consent

18 but in special cases with theasdrof the parents 16.

Section Il — Laws pertaining to D

rugs and Euph&ibstances

Drug Use

Possession of a small amount of drugs Gagnabis) for
personal use is not prosecuted. All other acéisitielating to
drugs are criminal offences.

Frequenting places which sell
alcohol

Yes, the Protection of Young Persons Act reguldtedimes that
young people and children can frequent a placeseit alcohol.
(What does the act say about this?)

Chapter 2: Protection of young persons in the public

§ 4 Restaurants

(1) Children andAdolescents below the age of 16 years shall no
be present in a restaurant unless they are accoeuplay a
Custodial Person or aPerson with Parental Power or for one
meal or drink between 5 a.m. and 11 pAaolescents as of the
age of 16 years shall not be present in a restabedween
midnight and 5 a.m. unless they are accompanieddugtodial
Person or aPerson with Parental Power. (2) Sub-Clause 1 shall
not apply toChildren or Adolescents who are travelling or who
attend an event sponsored by a youth welfare (@) ¢Zhildren
andAdolescents must not be permitted to be present in restaur
of night club nature or in comparable entertainment
establishments.

(4) Exeptional permits regarding Sub-Clause 1 negtanted by
the applicable authority.

t

ants

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol
Limits

0.5mgs per 100mls of blood

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People o
Youth Exchange

n In general no, but most of the funding programneawahd first
aid. Seat belts are obligatory in motor coaches.

General Cultural Practices of No

e Not answered

Ratios

8:1 at a minimum but more usually 8:2. epends on the needs
of the group. Decisions are made on a case-byhzse.

Equal numbers of male/female participants and lesaalee sought
for youth exchanges.

In youth club the number of leaders is dependeritinding than
on recommended ratios.

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

Professional yowtirker are qualified social workers. A cours
of study for 4 years with practical studies. Folmteers, First
Aid is required and there are some courses for iwgnkith
groups.

Reporting of Abuse

Yes, there is an obligationgpart cases of abuse. They shoul
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be reported to the police.

Contact telephone numbers
for young people’s help
lines and emergency
numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Protection of Young People in Public Act
Exchanges

Child Protection Laws pertaining| Protection of Young People in Public Act
to Young People in Youth Clubs

Child Protection Policy or As above Jugendschutzgesetz
Guidelines

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency | No fee required
Rooms

Useful Websites and Resources

www.bmfsf].de Federal Ministry for Family, Senior Citizen, Womand Youth
www.bag-jugendschutz.de Federal Protection of Young Persons in Germany
www.bzga.de Federal Centre for Health Education

www.jugendschutz.de Protection of Young Persons
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Greece

Information from Sept 20

Name of Country: Greece

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: 17
Consuming Alcohol 17
Buying Tobacco 17
Consuming Tobacco 17

Driving

Cars — 18 with driving licence
Motorbikes — 18 for bikes up to 125 hp
Motorbikes — 21 for bikes over 125 hp
Other Vehicles — 16 for moped

Lorries — 18 years

Sexual Consent

17

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use

Not more than 1 year of imprisonment fimse in possession of small quantities
drugs or growing cannabis for personal use. TFendEr is on probation for the
following five-year period.

PENAL PROVISIONS

Article 5 Basic crimes

The penalty of incarceration of at least ten (l€9rg and the pecuniary penalty of
3.000,00 € up to 300.000,00 €, to any person whbnports or exports or transits
through drugs. b) Sells, purchases, offers, oriiges drugs to third persons in
any way whatsoever or intervenes in the above mead acts, stores up or depos
drugs. c) Imports drugs or facilitates their imporcamps, police lockups,
correctional institutions, and juveniles’ reformatschools of any category or
places of collective work or life or to infirmaries convalescent homes. d) Mixes
in any way whatsoever drugs with food, drinks drentarticles intended or suitabl
to enter into the human organism.

Article 6 Grand cases

1. The person violating article 5 is punished lpairceration of at least fifteen (15
years and by a fine of 1.500,00 €up to one hundnetd150.000,00 € if he is an
employee, who, due to his service, deals with deugkespecially with their
keeping or the prosecution of the offenders of kat

2. The penalties of the paragraph 1 are also intbtmsany person who distributes
drugs or facilitates their distribution in schoalits of any level and educational
institutions, in sport facilities, camps, orpharagetorial schools, or quarters of t
armed forces.

Article 7 Misuse of the capacity of physicians and pharmacists

The penalty of article 5 is imposed to: a) The jptige who issues a prescription
for the administration of drugs, although he kndkazt there is no real and specifi
medical indication, or the physician who administeérugs, containing narcotics in
any form, knowing that they will be used for theparation of drugs.

06
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Article 8 Aggravating circumstances
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By life incarceration and a fine of €30,000 € t@®®WDO is punished the person
violating articles 5, 6 and 7, if he acts professity or habitually or acts with the
purpose of supplying drugs to minors or if ther@erce to suggest significant
danger.

Article 9 Instigation and advertisement

Any person who provokes or instigates another édlteégal use of drugs or
advertises their use or gives information for theéparation or provision with the
purpose of their spread or proffers for the pegi&tn of the acts provided in
paragraph 1 of article 5 of the present law, isiglued, unless a heavier punishme
is provided in another provision, by at least oaarnyimprisonment and a fine of
€3000 up to €60,000.

Article 10 Drive of a means of transport

The imprisonment of at least three (3) years ardttuniary punishment of 30,0
up to 30.000,00 as well as the seizure of themlgilicence for a minimum period
of two (2) years or the relevant diploma or deggezimposed on any person whag
drives or commands any land, navigable or aeri@dmaef transport under the
influence of drugs. If from that act a common daragainst the people's life
resulted, the punishment of temporary incarcerasomposed.

Frequenting

Only those of 17 years and over may frequent plaetimg alcohol without the

places which supervision of another adult.

sell alcohol

Drink / driving | 0.5 mgs per 100mis of blood. In 2002 another rténial decision limited further

Blood Alcohol | the acceptable blood alcohol levels for driversetain categories. The limit was

Limits 0.2mgs per 100mls of blood. The categories were:
School bus drivers; Ambulance drivers; moped orarimke drivers; new drivers
with less than 2 years experience; drivers of pulidie vehicles; lorry drivers and
drivers of vehicles transporting hazardous subst&nc

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young Seat belts are obligatory in motor coaches.

People on Youth Exchange A fine of 165 €, for not abiding with the law.

General Cultural Practices| None

of Note

Ratios Recommended ratio for an exchange prograismsié which may vary
depending on the level of need within the grougs Tatio also applies
to youth clubs. No specific requirement for genloigiance within the
leader grouping but the normal efforts are madeamtain a balance.

Qualifications of Youth There are no professional or academic qualificatimfficially

Leaders recognised by the National Education system. Yeudtkers are
recognised on the basis of their experience oherbasis of their
professional/academic qualifications from otherdp@an countries.

Reporting of Abuse Yes it is obligatory to repaates of abuse. During a youth exchange

programme, these should be reported to the Digtttorney for Under-
aged Citizens, the police or the General Secretiania’outh. There is
by-law provision for prosecuting people or authiestfor not reporting
fully. In the case of violated rights, reports demade to the
Ombudsman Child Assistant or to the National Oleteny for
Children’s Rights or to the NGO “Child’s Smile”

D

Contact telephone
numbers for young
people’s help lines an

=N
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emergency numbers |

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth
Exchanges

Young people on exchange should be in possessiBa T document
for health insurance. Young participants are giiypadvised to arrange
private medical insurance for the entire duratibtheir stay.

Child Protection Laws
pertaining to Young People
in Youth Clubs

Young people participating in youth clubs must beered by their
parents (or their own) private insurance.

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

The National Observatory for Children’s Rights, &&®mbudsman and
the General Secretariat for Youth of Hellenic Rdudre the
responsible bodies for planning and implementingsuees for the
national Child Protection Policy.

Moreover, Greece has ratified the European Convermth Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms on 28 November a8dhas

adopted the United Nations International ConventarChildren’s
Rights

Thus, according to Article 28 of the Greek Conéitit:

“The generally recognized rules of internationat nd the
international conventions after their ratificatioplaw and their having
been put into effect in accordance to their respederms, shall
constitute an integral part of Greek Law and oderiany law provisions
to the contrary”.

Greek Constitution

Article 16 (indirect reference to young people)miainly concerns
education and stipulates the role of the stathérintellectual,
professional, ethical and physical developmentoafng persons. It also
sets as an aim their transformation into ‘free @ggponsible citizens’.
The exact content of the article is the followitigducation constitutes a
fundamental state objective and aims at the miorall|ectual,
professional and physical instruction of the Gre#ks development of
national and religious consciousness, and the fiiomaf free and
responsible citizens’.

Article 21 (direct reference to young people):efers to the obligation
of the state to take measures ensuring the godthleddhe young
people. More specifically, the exact content of dhtecle is the
following: “The state shall be concerned with thealth of the citizens
and shall take special measures for the protedfigouth, old age,
cripples, and those who are destitute”.

Existing national legislation in the youth fieldraerns the following
issues: Youth Employment (e.g.: protection of juleeemployees;
special measures for young employees), Sports épecial measures
for young athletes with outstanding performancehsas easier entrance
to State Universities), Education (legislation melyag the structure and
function of the public educational system includihg participation of
students in the governing bodies of state univesitFamily (e.g.:
special legislation which determines and proteutsrights of the child,
as well as particular measures against childramise within the
family), Military Service (e.g.: exemption from theilitary service by
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providing an alternative social service), DeviaghBviour (e.g.: specia
courts and treatment for juvenile delinquents), M@Television
Viewers' Protection etc.

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital
Emergency Rooms

By national legislation, there is a public healgstem in the country,
since 1981.

For uninsured citizens, there is typically a €3flmeaccess to
emergency services, but in most cases this feevierrpaid,
especially, when pertaining to children.
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Hungary
Information from Sept 2006

Youth Work Practice

Regarding risk related to Al projects, this issuaddressed through awareness-raising activitre&ifo
project-coordinators. After each selection meetmfgay for winners” is organised to prepare thejqmut-
holders for the potential risks that can arise yimath exchange. During this day, the NA staff mersb
together with the participants develop the topid sihare experiences and discuss ways in which these
problems may be addressed.

Unfortunately, currently, there is no other meckanto deal with the issue.

Initiatives on Risk Issues or Drug Use

During an Al project, entitled &$nreal Reality, the participants created a comic (with photoayiings
and montage) representing the relations among Earopalues, society, culture and the use of lighgsl
and the consequences of the latter. In these ffiticomics, they turned our world “upside down” doldi
stories about such a world, where alcoholism anokémy has no subjective value....

Name of Country: Hungary

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18

Buying Alcohal: 18

Consuming Alcohol 18

Buying Tobacco 18

Consuming Tobacco 18

Driving Cars — 17 years
Motorbikes — 14,16,18,21 based on increasing ccéyacity of
the bikes
Other vehicles - 18

Sexual Consent 16

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euphoric Substances

Drug Use lllegal to use any quantity or type ofglligted on the

international official drug list. Lowest age oflgability is 14.
Sanctions include imprisonment but most drug uskeesged with
crime are offered “diversion” programmes as arnra#tve to
prison. The criminal procedure is suspended penitiea
successful completion of a semi-annual treatmeptevention
programme. On completion of the programme, theiogam
charge is dismissed. In 2004 approximately 500@ieeo
participated in different diversion programmes.e Flumber is
expected to increase in 2005/2006. It is consitidrat the law
reaches only the socially less harmful cases.

Frequenting places which sell Only those over the age of 18 can frequent pladeshsell
alcohol alcohol.

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol There is a zero-tolerance policy in regard to idgwnder the
Limits influence of alcohol in Hungary

Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People op None
Youth Exchange

General Cultural Practices of Note  Nothing remal&ab

Ratios 10:1 is the ratio of young people to yoetders on youth
exchanges. The ratios change when there are bpeeids in the
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case of the young people.

Male/female ratios vary but the National Agencymates 1:1
(50/50%)

There is no recommendation regarding the younglpaaputh
leaders ratio in a youth club because there isatigrno
developed youth club culture in Hungary

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

Five universitiasHungary offer graduate and post-graduate
courses for youth workers. This is a new develograad the
courses are part of the state-financed curricula.

Reporting of Abuse

Yes, there is an obligationgpart any cases of abuse in
Hungary. There are youth and child protection agenattached
to Local Government. This is a long establishewvoek with
legal recourse. These agencies co-operate withokghpolice,
drug prevention institutes and other social pagner

Contact telephone numbers
for young people’s help
lines and emergency
numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth
Exchanges

There is a law on Child Protection dating from 199id a
ministerial decree for its implementation.

Child Protection Laws pertaining
to Young People in Youth Clubs

None

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

None

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency
Rooms

Officially there is not charge for Hungarian citiebut there is a
culture of giving “parasolvencia” — an illegal pagnt to doctors

for their services. For foreigners, payment isuiegd unless they
have insurance.

Useful Websites and Resources

http://www.drug-prevention.de/

http://www.coe.int/T/DG3/Pompidou/Source/PP06form.dec

http://www.crimereduction.gov.uk/drugsalcohol28.htm

http://europa.eu.int/scadplus/leg/en/cha/c11575.htm
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Iceland

Information from Sept 2006
Youth Work Practice

In Iceland, there is no youth law yet but theyiaréhe pipeline and will probably come into effettthe
end of 2006. Each municipality has its own regolatiabout youth work which are determined by tivallo
authorities.

Initiatives on Risk Issues and Drug Use
There are initiatives concerning drug preventivasuees, for example: peer to peer training,, “tigether

group”, ‘total-counseling’ (a website for youth).

Name of Country: Iceland

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: 20
Consuming Alcohol lllegal to sell, offer or givecahol to those under the age of 20

but the law is unclear about consumption. Thisigwnder
revision at present.

Buying Tobacco 18
Consuming Tobacco 18
Driving Cars — 17

Motorbikes — 17
Other Vehicles — smaller motorbikes - 15

Sexual Consent 14

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use Selling, possessing and consuming druidedgs.
Frequenting places which sell Children under 12 are not allowed in public plagekess
alcohol accompanies by a parent/adult. Those 18 and youmgeanot

allowed in bars and places selling alcohol aften8@hose
young than 16 years are not allowed in such plander any
circumstances.

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol 0.5 mg per 100 gm of blood
Limits
Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on | None
Youth Exchange

General Cultural Practices of Note Nothing in parthr. Customs are similar to those in
neighbouring countries.

Ratios No specific laws on ratios but organisatiod municipalities
have their own working rules. In Reykjavik the goon rule is
that at least two leaders accompany each group.ntimber of
leaders changes according to the needs of the gidap
regulations for young work are under developmemtiot
published as yet.

No specific recommendation but the common ruléas bne
male and one female leader must accompany eacp.grou

In regard to Youth Clubs, the common rule is thdéast three
youth leaders are present during opening hoursawttio of
10:1. However, resource issues mean that thistialways
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followed.

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

No specific qualiiions for youth workers. Some
municipalities require a university degree in pextggfor full
time youth workers. Special training for youth wexs is
becoming more common with the advent of leisurdistiin
two universities in Iceland.

Reporting of Abuse

Yes, youth workers as public lyges have to adhere to the
child protection law and report all cases of alafsghildren
All cases should be reported to the Social Authexiin each
municipality.

Contact telephone numbers
for young people’s help lines
and emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchange

D

There are noifipdaws for youth exchanges. The child
protection laws apply.

Child Protection Laws pertaining tg
Young People in Youth Clubs

Health & Safety as well as the child protection daapply in
this regard.

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

Yes. The government has published child protedaors.

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency
Rooms

Yes, you pay6 euro if you have insurance and a lawful
domicile within EES, you pag68 euro if you live outside EES
and if you don’t have insurance.

Useful Websites and Resources

www.logregla.is- The Icelandic police website
www.bvs.is— Government agency for child protection.
www.ahus.is- The intercultural centre

40



Risk & Young Person Protection in the European Union — A Country Guide

Ireland

Information from Sept 2006

Youth Work Practice

Youth Work has been placed on a statutory basts i enactment of the Youth Work Act, 2001 which
provides a legal framework for the provision of ylowork services by the Minister for Education déhe
Vocational Education Committees (VECS).

The Act defines Youth Work as:-

“A planned programme of education designed forpttnigpose of aiding and enhancing the personal and
social development of young persons through thaisntary participation, and which is —

complementary to their formal, academic or vocati@ducation and training;
and
provided primarily by voluntary youth work organtigas.

For the purpose of the act, a young person meaessan who is under the age of 25 years.

Both professional and voluntary youth workers aogking together to provide initiatives and oppoities
to young people in their area and contribute tovtbaeth Work Development Plan 2003- 2007. The main
Youth organisations in Ireland are NYCI : Natioaluth Council of Ireland, which represent the intds
of young people and youth organisations, Youthwoeland, formally the National Youth Federationais
federation of 21 local youth services 500 YouthtSland Groups, 40 Youth Information Centres and
Outlets and 100 Youth Projects. Foroige, Foroigedsk is directed primarily at young people in their
adolescent years. Foroéige in the 12-18 age grooundide operated Local Youth Services and Local Wout
Development Projects. Macra na Feirme is a natjorodilintary organisation for young people between t
ages of 17 and 35. The organisation aims to proagtieultural and rural development and the persona
development of its members. Catholic Youth Cai @Gatholic based organisation with 300 youth clubs
and groups affiliated, providing recreational &udicational activities for children and young deamd

a comprehensive range of support services

Initiatives on Risk Issues and Drug Use

The Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs has overall responsibility for the management
of the National Drugs Strategy in Ireland. Thare a number of other Government departments atel st
bodies involved in its operation. Four areas wénpqinted in the Strategy as being "crucial” in any
attempt to address the problem:

Reduction in the supply of drugs
Prevention of drug use (including education andraness)
Drug treatment (including rehabilitation and rigkluction)
Research
Ireland’s National Drugs Strategy 2001-2008 'Building on Experience’

The Government set up the Local Drugs Task Forcessponse to the worsening situation in areas
that were already hard hit by drug misuse. Memb&community and voluntary groups and elected
officials were asked to work with Government ageadn coming up with new and more effective
programmes of education, awareness, preventiotreatinent. The task forces were asked to prepare
action plans for their area, which would co-ordintite drugs services that already existed and would
identify and eventually fill in any gaps in thedees. To date, over 200 projects have received
funding from the Government. These projects range fsupport centres and rehabilitation
programmes for drug users and their families t@sl@wareness training. After positive independent
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evaluation of the achievements of the task foraest half these projects have now been guaranteed
continued funding from the Government.

Code of Good Practice - Child Protection for the Youth Work Sector

The Code of Good Practice was published in September 2002. It was prepaitdtire youth work
sector specifically in mind. The publication in B96f Children First, National Guidelines for the
Protection and Welfare of Children charged each and every organisation, whethertstgtor
voluntary, providing services to children, to prodwa child protection policy tailored to their sifiec
needs.

The Code of Good Practice was prepared by Youth Affairs Section of the Dapant and Education
and Science, in consultation with partners in tloaith Work Sector and the National Youth Work

Advisory Committee.

Police Vetting

Vetting by the Garda Saoichana of all new staff eoldnteers who have substantial access to young

people under 18 is being introduced during 2006utlf organisations will be provided with
information on prosecutions, convictions and pegdiases against applicants for posts. Youth
organisations will then make decisions on whetbgrbceed with recruitment.

Name of Country: Ireland

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18

Buying Alcohol: 18

Consuming Alcohol 18 — unless in a private hougé ekpressed consent of parent or|
guardian.

Buying Tobacco 18

Consuming Tobacco 18

Driving Cars — 17

Motorbikes — 17
Other Vehicles — 17

Sexual Consent

17

Section Il — Laws and Practice

in relation to Dhige

Drug Use

Consumption of drugs including cannabikegal. However,
consumption of drugs is not uncommon

Frequenting places which sell
alcohol

Under 15's are not permitted in such places but beagresent up
until 9.00pm if in the company of an adult. Yoymepple aged 15-
17 years are allowed in bars until 9.00pm witharept. Young
people under 21 — not accompanies by a parentadgun must
possess a document giving evidence of their ageder to enter
and stay in a bar (after 9pm)

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol
Limits (concentration per
100mls of blood.

80 mgs per 100ml of blood

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People
on Youth Exchange

Drivers and all passengers in cars must wear sdtat it
passengers in motor coaches are not required tobedta except
where they are provided

People drive on the left side of the road

Those requiring visas for entry into Ireland shoagbly in good
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time.
General Cultural Practices of | Consumption of alcohol is common among young peoiaoking
Note is not permitted in restaurants, pubs, shops aninworkplace.

Ireland has now an increasing number of migrantroamnities with
different cultural backgrounds

Ratios 8:1 with an additional adult for each grafii8 thereafter. Lower
ratios may be required to meet special needs.
There should be sufficient adults of both genders

Qualifications of Youth Leaders There are profassiqualifications for youth workers. However
many youth workers are unpaid volunteers with radgssional
qualifications

Reporting of Abuse There is a responsibility toort@buse but no obligation in law.
There is immunity from civil liability for personsho report child
abuse reasonably and in good faith.

Such reports should be made to the Health AuthosityGarda
Siochana (police) or to a designated person withugh
organisation

Contact telephone
numbers for young
people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth No specific law
Exchanges

Child Protection Laws No specific law
pertaining to Young People in
Youth Clubs

Child Protection Policy or Child Protection for the Youth Work Sector CodeGafod Practice
Guidelines

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency €60 fee. Some emergency rooms can be very busyigingdery
Rooms lengthy waiting periods

Useful Websites and Resources
www.youth.ie(National Youth Council of Ireland)

www.education.i€Department of Education & Science) Government $itebYouth Affairs Section with
Code of Good Practice — Child Protection Guidelines

www.youthworkireland.ié?olicy documents relating to Alcohol, Drugs, Juledustice, Youth Work Act.
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Italy

Information from Sept 2006
Youth Work Practice

Italy is one of the fewcountries in the EU not to have yet a national tawyouth policies. Recently, a
Department for youth policies and sport has beémevhose aim is the coordination, at nationaéleuof
the youth policies run by different Ministries (Vitele, Education, University, Foreign Affairs, Jasti and
Interior).

The youth policies cover a wide range of actimature, participation, labour, house, educatimobility,
etc.) and they involve many actq@dolescents, young people, informal groups, coaijye societies in
the field of no profit, associations, schools, sipgrclubs, student clubs, Local Authorities).

Besides, there are only seven regions out of twinatiyhave a regional law. These differences createn
homogeneous situation in the country and diffepeakis in the field of cultural and social and yowork.

After the’70, many structures for young people hbgen set up, with the aim of prevention and ptaec
of young people “at risk” (see the Law 309/90 “Mdatl Fund for the Fight Against Drug”, Law 216/91
“First interventions in favour of minors at risk dfeing involved in illegal activities”, Law 285/97
“Childhood and adolescence protection”).

Thanks to these actions, many services, addressgilihg people and to the prevention of diseasengp
up: services such as youth centres, “Informagidvéinfo-centres), youth forums, children’s recreati
centres.

In Italy, the youth work is addressed to promoteghcial and active participation. It is diffictdt define
the concept of “youth work” because the range tf/gies is wide and it includes different areas:
Socio-cultural area;
Socio-educational area;
Welfare and sanitary area (projects about preveraia care)

In Italy, there is no national law for the recogmit of the youth worker as a professional worker.

The most useful qualifications for the role of ylowtorker are: the degree as educator or the deggee
social worker.

In practice they acquire their skills and compessntin the field” during their voluntary activitiesr
attending training courses organised by the noipoofanisations. So that a youth worker can kedaal
worker, a psychologist, an educator, a sociologiésocial operator”.

Their work deals with the management of leisureetiattivities, educational activities and socialsat
among young people. As “social operators” theypsut the welfare work (of the Juvenile Court €.g.)
sometimes also the Sanitary Structures. The ywottker can be a voluntary or a paid youth workdre T
youth work is either an activity on voluntary basisa professional job (in the no-profit field).

Initiatives on Risk Issues and Drug Use
Information campaigns at national and local level @arried out.

Training activities for peer educators (young pedppind training activities for teachers, socialrapm's,
youth associations working in the public and prvsgctors.

Street Units: well-equipped mobile units (campemnposed of camper/street operators who provide
information and documentation on risk of drug ulsagz near discos, youth centres, concerts, parts
offer their help and counselling,
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Name of Country: Italy

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18 years
Buying Alcohal: 16 years
Consuming Alcohol 16 years
Buying Tobacco 16 years
Consuming Tobacco 16 years

Driving

Cars — 18 years

Motorbikes of lower cc and mopeds — 14 years

(Age limit for higher powered motorbikes 16 yeaBbkc, 18 years
over 125 cc)

Other vehicles are not restricted by legal ageblgudther restrictions
e.g. particular type of license

Sexual Consent

14 is the age of sexual consent.

14 years old; this age comes down to 13 yearsfdligre is a
difference of three years old between the two gastand goes up to
16 years old, if one of the two partners has aaoauthority or
ascendancy on the partner who is younger, for el@tepchers,
tutors, educators.

Section Il — Laws pertaining

to Drugs and Euph&itbstances

Drug Use

According to the Law 309/1990: buying eeging drugs for persong
use is an offence punished with an administratareegon and the
withdrawal of driving licence, passport and othecaimentation for a
period of 2-4 months.

A therapeutic programme may be suggested or respliést the
accused and once it is successfully completed;tibege is
suspended. Legal sanctions of 8-20 years cangiedpo those who
have, grow, produce, sell, buy, offer, give, reeeimport, expert or
transport drugs.

If the accused is a minor, he will be obliged thhow special
educational programmes.

There is a modification, n. 49/2006, of the Law A@30. The new
drug law requires the definitions of quantities f@rsonal drug use.
They are expressed in milligrams of active ingretizhereas the
quantity of the "rough" substance is not reallgveint). Here are
some of the quantities:

Heroin: 250 milligrams
Cocaine: 750 milligrams
THC: 500 milligrams
MDMA (Ecstasy) 750 milligrams
Amphetamine: 500 milligrams
LSD: 0,150 milligrams If the quantity possessedlmonsumer is
SMALLER than these quantities, he/she will faceetbeless
administrative sanctions such as the suspensidriwifg licence or
passport, the seizure of his/her scooter, etc. Mane he/she can be
requested to enter a drug-treatment programmefevexannabis. If a
consumer has a residence permit (foreign citizank as tourists
etc.), this can be cancelled. If the quantity psssd by a consumer is
BIGGER than these quantities, he/she will facemioal charge for
drug dealing and a criminal trial. The standardiglument is 6-20

In Italy the age limit for the legal consent to Baexual intercourse i$

D

years of prison, which can become shorter if thentjty possessed is
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only "slightly” bigger than the "allowed" quantisieTreatment-
instead-of-prison programs will also be activated.

The new government proposal is to abrogate thelraawn.49/2006
in the first 100 days of his government

Frequenting places which seg
alcohol

[INone

Drink-driving — Blood
Alcohol Limits

0.5mgs per litre

Section Il — Youth Exchanges
Laws regarding Young None
People on Youth Exchange
General Cultural Practices of None
Note

Ratios 10:1

There are no specific recommendations regarding/feahale leaders.
No recommended ratios for young people/leadersirhyclubs.

Qualifications of Youth
Leaders

There is no national law that requires that thetlyauorkers are
professionally qualified. The most useful qualifioas for the role of
youth worker are: the degree as educator or theedegs social
assistant.

Reporting of Abuse

No specific law

Contact telephone
numbers for young
people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protectior

Specific Laws for Youth None
Exchanges

Child Protection Laws None
pertaining to Young People in

Youth Clubs

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

Since 1997 there is a Law, L 285/97 “Childhood addlescence
protection” which gives the guidelines to experitnactions in favor
of children and young people

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital
Emergency Rooms

No charge.

Useful Websites and Resources

http://www.giustizia.it/minori/

indice.htm

http://www.welfare.gov.it/Sociale/minori/defaultcht

www.gruppoabele.org
www.lila.it
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Latvia

Information from Sept 20

06

Name of Country: Latvia

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood

18 but in special cases over 16 may bsidered the age of
adulthood

Buying Alcohol:

18 and one must present evidencagef and identity

Consuming Alcohol

The Protection of Children’s tigltaw states that one is not allow
to consume alcohol until one has reached the agdwthood.

ed

Buying Tobacco

18 and one must present evideneg®find identity

Consuming Tobacco

The Protection of Children’stsdhw states that one is not allow
to consume tobacco until one has reached the agguithood.

ed

Driving

Cars: 18 (Categories A, B, C1)
Motorbikes: 16 (Categories Al, B1)
Categories C, D1, D, BE, C1E: 21 years
Other Vehicles:

Moped: 14

Bicycle: 12

Sexual Consent

The law does not state explicithyitda a criminal offence to
engage in sexual activity with a young person vehorider 16
years.

Section Il — Laws pertaining to

Drugs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use

Drug use is a crime in Latvia. For repgdtegal drug use within a
12-month period, a person may be imprisoned faioupyears,
may be sentenced to enforced labour or fined aruatrwhich is 50
times the minimum monthly wage. These are consitler
administrative sanctions. Under Criminal sanctiansaddict may
be released from serving a prison sentence if éigege to undergo
rehabilitation treatment. Trafficking drugs isery serious offence
and those charged may be sentenced to up to 18 iyearison
depending on the quantity of substances seized.

Frequenting places which sell
alcohol

No specific law

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol
Limits

The severity of the sanction is in direct propaortio the blood
alcohol levels recorded.

0.001-0.025 mgs per 100mls — there will be affind auspension o
licence for 3 months

0.025-0.05 mgs per 100mls — a larger fine (20043@0) and
suspension of licence for 6 months

0.05-0.075 mgs per 100mls — a larger fine (400 L\8Uspension o
licence for 12 months and imprisonment for 5-10sday

If blood-alcohol level exceeds 0.075 mgs per 100rhlslood, then
the fine is 500 LVL, suspension of the licenceZgrears and
imprisonment for 10-15 days

f

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People
on Youth Exchange

No specific legislation in this regard

General Cultural Practices of
Note

None

Ratios

There is no definition of the term “youtldier” in the legislation
and therefore no specific regulations on ratioguRaions issued
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by the Cabinet of Ministers concerning childrerésnps there is a
suggested ratio of 10:1 (if the camp is organisedducational
institutions)

There are no recommended ratios in respect of faadale ratios or|
those pertaining to a youth club.

Qualifications of Youth Leader

D

There are no preifasal qualifications provided for youth worker,

Reporting of Abuse

There is an obligation to refmy abuse to the Police or to the
Local Municipality, Ministry for Children and FaryilAffairs,
and/or Custody Court.

Contact telephone
numbers for young
people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth
Exchanges

None

Child Protection Laws
pertaining to Young People in
Youth Clubs

There are none

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

There are none

Section V — Medical Care Cha

rges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency
Rooms

There is no charge for visiting the emergency radma hospital for
children.
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Liechtenstein

Information from Sept 2006

Youth work Practice in Liechtenstein

At national level, ASD (Amt fUr Soziale Dienstd)getsocial services, is responsible for the impldatém
of youth policy in Liechtenstein. Therefore, ASDha&ly on the communal youth centres, on the youth
organisations and on "aha-Tipps und Infos fir Jureyee".

Youth centres (Jugendtreffs):

Open Youth Work is well implemented in Liechtenstdtvery community has its youth centre. These
youth centres are financed through the communsgicser and for this reason youth workers are pattef
communal staff. Every community has a youth coufleipendkommission) who is in charge of promoting,
supporting the communal youth policy. In some cdanmu can find young representatives, in someioth
only adults. All youth centres are members of tbeoaiation of youth centres of Liechtenstein (VLJ).

Youth organisations (Jugendorganisationen):

The biggest youth organisation in LiechtensteithéScouts from Liechtenstein, who have a reprasent
in each community.

Young people in Liechtenstein are likely to creat®o informal youth groups. They get then some room
and money from the community and have their owhiedependent management and activities. These
groups are named "Jugendgruppen”.

The association of youth leaders from LiechtensfigilL) is a young youth organisation which is
implementing youth exchanges on an internationadlleEJL is the result of some young adults' itikia

""aha-Tipps und Infos fir Junge Leute™:

This organisation is the only one on the natioeakl except the scouts. "aha" is running diffepojects
and programmes in the youth field: a youth infolioratentre, a project counselling place and theéddat
Agency for the Youth Programme.

Youth workers in Liechtenstein are not only profesal but also volunteers. Regarding their educatio
there are different possibilities: a full educatemsocial worker in Switzerland or in Austriajriags for
voluntary workers...

Initiatives on Risk Issues or Drug Use

A campaign for alcohol, medical drugs and tobaaewention will start in the next weeks and willtlas
until 2009.

This campaign aims to avoid the early addictiothse drugs.

More information about this campaign is to be founder the following link: www.duseschtwia.li

This homepage will be available from next year lbseat will be managed by young people themselves.
Unfortunately this homepage will exist only in Gemmversion.

Name of Country: Liechtenstein

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18

Buying Alcohol: % Strength of alcohol makes a diffece
16 for Beer, cider, wine
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18 for spirits and alcopops

Consuming Alcohol

16 for lighter alcohol — beer&ifivine/
18 for spirits and alcopops

Buying Tobacco

16

Consuming Tobacco

16

Driving

18 for cars and similar vehicles
14-16 depending on category
14 agricultural purposes

Sexual Consent

16 (no conditions), 14 (with coods). No distinction is
made between homosexual or heterosexual orientition
terms of age of consent.

Section Il — Laws and Practice in relation to Dllgg

Drug Use

Use, Production, Business all forbidden

Frequenting places which sell alcohal

Liechtenstmdticates that there is a law pertaining to this
and is downloadable from their web page.

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits
(concentration per 100mls of blood.)

0.8 mgs per 100mls of blood

Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on
Youth Exchange

No particular laws presenting particular problefos youth
exchange

General Cultural Practices of Note

We have to resiee youth law also the rules about going
out.

J

Ratios

The only recommendation regarding ratid®id

1 leader per 10 young people. A gender balance is
recommended for leaders from the same group/country
No ratios stated relating to leaders/young peapke youth
club

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

Youth workers getigrqualified to ' level in Switzerland
or Austria.
Voluntary leaders are offered a variety of cours@CP and
national training

Reporting of Abuse

No obligation to report insta;mog abuse in youth clubs or
on youth exchanges

Contact telephone numbers for
young people’s help lines and

emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges

None

Child Protection Laws pertaining to
Young People in Youth Clubs

Youth Law cited but not enclosed

Child Protection Policy or Guidelines

None

Section V — Medical Care Charges an

d Access

Access to Hospital Emergency Roon

NS

No fee requoeatcess the emergency rooms of hospital
in Liechtenstein

Is

Useful web addresses

Some Background information about Youth in Liecktem in English:

http://www.liechtenstein.li/en/eliechtenstein_maiites/portal _fuerstentum_liechtenstein/fl-lil-

leben_in_liechtenstein/fl-lil-kinder.htm

Some Information about the Tasks of

the Social iBes(ASD)
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http://www.llv.li/amtsstellen/llv-asd-home.htm

Some Information about the youth law in Liechtems{eonly in German)
http://www.jugendgesetz.li/

The Homepage of the association of the youth cemmtreiechtenstein (only in German)
http://www.vlj.info/

"aha-Tipps und Infos fir Junge Leute" Homepagey(oniGerman)

www.aha.li
As the youth information centre, this organisattan answer all general questions about youth work i
Liechtenstein in English also. Please feel freask
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Lithuania
Information from Sept 20

Name of Country: Lithuania
Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition
Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: 18
Consuming Alcohol 18
Buying Tobacco 18
Consuming Tobacco 18
Driving Cars — 18

Motorbikes — 15

Other Vehicles

Bicycles — 12 (10 if they have completed a spemialrse in
school)

Sexual Consent

14

Section Il — Laws pertaining to D

rugs and Euph&ibstances

Drug Use

Use of drugs is forbidden

Frequenting places which sell
alcohol

No specific laws

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol
Limits

0.4mg per 100mls

Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People o
Youth Exchange

N None

General Cultural Practices of No

te  Nothing in marfr

Ratios

In a school excursion the recommended iati®:1 There is no
particular recommendation for Youth Exchanges

No recommendations for youth clubs or gender baamdéeader
groupings.

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

None

Reporting of Abuse

Yes it is an obligation to repaisuse to the police or child
protection services, despite the situation or plalcere abuse hag
been committed.

D

Contact telephone numbers
for young people’s help
lines and emergency
numbers

~

D

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth
Exchanges

None

Child Protection Laws pertaining
to Young People in Youth Clubs

None

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

None

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency

No charge

Rooms
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Luxembourg

Information from Sept 2006
Youth Work Practice

The Ministry of Family and Social Integratigwww.fm.etat.l) is generally responsible for coordinating
all aspects of relevance to youth, without direethgroaching on the areas of work of other mirgstri
which also deal with youth affairs.

The Ministry is given advice by the Higher Youthu@ail (Conseil Supérieur de la Jeunesse), whiatgisri
together various ministries and umbrella assogiatend acts as a multi-level discussion forum. Aigher
Youth Council traces its origin to the Act of 27br@éary 1984 which also set up the “Service Natiateala
Jeunesse — SNJ”, the National Youth Ser¢weew.snj.Iu), which merged into the Ministry as a result of
the Grand Ducal Decree of 11 August 1999. The @kidst over the operational implementation and
realisation of the youth policy.

In practice, the SNJ has acted as the contactugpnubst structure for young people in connectiorhwit
training and support since 1984. It promotes coran nationally between youth associations and
organisations on the one hand and the Governmemj@rernment bodies on the other. Locally the
Ministry plays a major role especially in co-opévatwith municipal authorities which maintain youth
centres (Maisons des Jeunes — MJs) or pursuelotteryouth policy initiatives.

Practical aspects handled by the SNJ include ntagis in out-of-school educational provision, secio
cultural activities and specific training for thoserking with young people as a main or secondary
occupation or as volunteers.

The Ministry also consults the youth organisatiand associations by involving the CGJL (Conférence
Générale de la Jeunesse, www.cgjl.lu) in needise iatended pilot projects in the youth field evite
basic youth policy documents. Member-associatiange from political and unionized groupings, thioug
scouting associations, student associations, ydutis and voluntary organisations.

Some other structures involved in youth policy anactice have the form of quasi non-governmental
organisations because the principal scope of thskis the pursuit of national approaches to ypaticy
(e.g. CNIEJ, CRIAJ, CeSiJe).

On alocal level, 118 municipalities are resporsthiemselves to implement specific youth policy
initiatives. The state offers support in the forhfumding, advice and monitoring, but every munédity
decides what they implement and how far they wamgfa, whether they use a local youth committeeobr n
Young people and other citizens can also partieipathis.

Furthermore, in Luxembourg, private non-profit nmgkbrganisations and associations have since ever
played an important role in the field of youth autial policy. The state as rule confines itself to
initiatives, setting outline conditions and finaasdcsupport of the private structure responsiblesfmacific
implantation.

Initiatives on Risk Issues or Drug Use

Concerning risk or drug use in Luxembourg, différactors are working on different levels:

1) Drug Use
Research and surveys among the youngsters to tinheir awareness of the legal situation, their

attitude towards drugs, their consumption habitw@tas to detect the need for prevention, areezhr
out periodically.

(Ministry of health.www.ms.etat.luCentre de prevention des toxicomaniggw.cept.|y)

Information sessions on drugs are held by the mdiffeactors in schools and public parties and
conferences, exhibitions and seminars are organizsensitize and educate the different targetgsou
(www.police.public.ly Jugend an Drogenhéllefyww.jdh.lu)
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2) Child Abuse

The act of 25 July 2002 created an OMBUDS-Commiftew.ork.|u)
for the rights of the children. Its aim is to mamitind to promote the rights and the interest ef th

children (person under 18).

3) Education

A major problem in education in the Grand Duchghis very high proportion of children of foreign
extraction who have to be integrated into the Luearg school system. To meet this challenge a
concept of intercultural education has been dewsofMinistry of Educationvww.men.ly

4) Unemployment and Poverty

The number of young people in a poverty situatorather low as we can take into the consideration
the allocation of the “Revenu Minimum Garanti” RM@uaranteed minimum income) to the young
person’s family or to the young person in his/henagight (www.legilux.public.ly.

The National Employment Plan, implemented in 198& created special measures for the
employment of young people (CAT- contract of tengpgrauxiliary employment).

5) Juvenile Delinqguency

Minors (<18) who have broken criminal law are reddrto a special youth court.
In some cases the public prosecutor may also oeliation proceedings through the “Centre de
Mediation” (www.mediation.l) which convenes the parties in writing, listenshiternh and proposes a

solution to the conflict

Name of Country: Luxembourg

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood

18

Buying Alcohol:

Not permitted to sell alcohol tooe under 16 years in a bar/pub
restaurant but no restrictions to buy alcohol imowerce.
However a new law is under construction which déms that it is
not permitted to sell or to give for free alcohailrer than 1,2% to
those under 16 in bars/pubs/restaurants, shoppubid places.
Punishment is foreseen 251 — 1000€

Consuming Alcohol

No legal restrictions for the newh(06/2006)

Buying Tobacco

No specific rule regarding the pasghof tobacco

Consuming Tobacco

No specific rule regarding thesamption of tobacco. There are
restrictions on smoking in certain places e.g. atianal
institutions, places where young people may cayegee sports
halls etc.

Driving

Car: 18
Motorbikes: 16 50cc’s
Other Vehicles: Bus: 21 years

Sexual Consent

The law (1992) regarding the priotectf young people states it is
a criminal offence to engage in sexual activityhadtyoung person
who is under 16 years.

It is considered assault against minors of 16 aleuand rape
against those of 14 years or under. The punishiesgvere.

Section Il — Laws pertaining to

Drugs and Euph&iubstances

Drug Use

Is prohibited with sentences ranging f®days to 6 months in
prison, fines of between €251 and 2,500 for persase, selling,
trafficking etc.

Frequenting places which sell

D

Young people undeyebs are not permitted in places which s¢
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alcohol

alcohol unless accompanied by a legal sgmtative.

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol
Limits

0.8mgs per 100mls or blood

Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People
on Youth Exchange

No specific regulations just for youth exchanges.

However, any organisation or person operating énstbcial, family
and therapeutic sectors must obtain State acctieditay the
respective Department. To do so, they must fulfdaific conditions
in terms of respectability, have the infrastructanel qualified
personnel necessary and in sufficient numbers aniiee free acces
to their accredited activities and demonstratethgdinancial
standing.(8/9/1998 Act on the links between theeSaad voluntary
organisations in the social, family and therapesgictor)

"

General Cultural Practices of
Note

Nothing specific

Ratios

7:1 recommended by the NA
No legislative requirements regarding male/femat®s on
exchanges or for ratios in youth clubs.

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

Yes there are psienal qualifications for youth workers but it
depends on the nature of the job. For those wgnrkiithin the
youth service — a graduate diploma for educater8AC+3
There is no qualification specifically pertainirgthose working on
an intercultural exchange.

For volunteers, certificate “animateur” awardedlog Ministry
with responsibility for youth

Reporting of Abuse

Yes there is an obligation fworécases of abuse to the police.

Contact telephone
numbers for young
people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth
Exchanges

No specific law for youth exchanges but see alstieelll —
8/9/1998 Act.

There are some child protection laws pertaininthéo
implementation of the Convention de I'ONU relatioghe rights of
the child.

Child Protection Laws
pertaining to Young People in
Youth Clubs

There are no specific laws, but the 28/01/1999i&cegulating the
agreement given to the management of youth clubs

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

There are primarily, the Children and Young Pedjrietection act
of 10 August 1992 (amended by Act of 18 August 135%l the
Act of 20 December 1993 ratifying the UN Conventadn
Children’s Rights. The present legislation origagatrom the Act of
12 November 1971, which abolished the distinctietween crime
and contravention of the law. Now even less senpaters had to
be submitted to the juvenile court in order for kdtter to detect
cases of maladjusted young people that would jugsf
intervention and thus prevent possible delinquency.

Through the law on 31 May 1999, aimed at reinfaydime
measures against slavery and sexual exploitatiahitgfren,
Luxembourg has, among others, also adapted thenadti
legislation to the Convention on Children Rightgnideforth the
penal code not only punishes incitement to debaycherruption
or prostitution of young people, but also explaitatof a minor for
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prostitution or the production of pornographic gpetes or

material...

The act of 25 July 2002 created an OMBUDS-Committee
(www.ork.lu) for the rights of the children. Its aim is to mmmiand
to promote the rights and the interest of the caildperson under

18).

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency

Rooms

No fee required
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Malta
Information from Sept 20
Name of Country: Malta
Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition
Adulthood 18 years
Buying Alcohol: 16
Consuming Alcohol 16
Buying Tobacco 18
Consuming Tobacco 18
Driving All vehicles 18 years
Sexual Consent 18
Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&iubstances

Drug Use

All drug use, possession or consumptiaoisidered ar
illegal offence and is prosecutable

Frequenting places which sell alcohol

Children urideyears are not permitted on any
premises, pub, discos which sell alcohol.

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits

The limit of lmod alcohol concentration in Malta is
80mg%

Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on Youth
Exchange

None

General Cultural Practices of Note

There is a deesle for entering churches or cathedrg
Most of the traditions of the country reflect trmuntry’'s
strongly catholic population.

Shouting or playing loud music in residential areas
during siestas is prohibited.
An out-door culture due to the Mediterranean weaathe

lS.

Ratios

10:1 but anything over 10 participants rezgitwo
leaders.

There must be a gender balance within the leaaepgr
where possible.

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

Youth Workers ezquired to hold a University degre
in Youth and Community Studies but this is not
obligatory in every youth organisation

4%

Reporting of Abuse

Youth workers are “expectedfdport any cases of
abuse in youth clubs or during exchanges but tisene
regulatory framework in this regard. They showdart
directly to the police.

Contact telephone numbers for
young people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges

No specific laws

Child Protection Laws pertaining to Youn
People in Youth Clubs

gNone

Child Protection Policy or Guidelines

Yes. A chibtection policy was issued in 1999
mostly focusing on schools. In 2003, the Commissio
for children was enacted which seeks to ensuretieat

rights and interests of children are properly taken

57



Risk & Young Person Protection in the European Union — A Country Guide

account of by Government departments, local
authorities, other public bodies, voluntary andlmub
organisations when decision affecting childrentaken.

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency Rooms

No charge taedalnationals. EU citizens temporari
visiting Malta will receive emergency treatmenpablic
hospitals (A&E) free of charge if they present grob
EU citizenships and hold a valid E111

ly
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Netherlands

Information from Sept 2006
Youth Work Practice

One third of the people living in the Netherlansisinder 25 years of age (approximately five millioks

in most other industrialized countries the promortof youth in the total population is decreasing.

Youth policy has been very high on the agendaénNbtherlands for quite some time. Present youlieypo
is largely decentralized to the municipalities amdhe provinces. National government is respoesiit
legislation and innovation of youth policy (headthd education programmes, parenting support, etc.).

Youth work has changed in several ways during @kefew years, the original aim still applies: fteo
children and young people recreation, (non-formedl)cation and a place to meet.

Municipalities are responsible for financing andamising youth work. It strongly depends on loaaiqy
whether a town has youth work facilities and, if ehich form they take. Most youth work is initidtby
volunteers — supervised by a professional — whd&kwocommunity or youth centres.

There are also a large number of (voluntary) yaurganisations, differing greatly in objective amdnh.
Since 2002 The Netherlands has a National Youtm€iba Nationale Jeugdraad — which is an umbrella
organisation of national youth organisations. Tloeith Council also organises activities in which non
organised young people can participate.

Initiatives on Risk Issues and Drug Use

Lots of drugs prevention projects are developathtibnal, regional and local level. Granted by the
National Government or decentralized to the prosgnand/or municipalities.

Some Examples include:

National Project: Healthy School. Educational projects for childgemngsters at primary and secondary
school. Aim: provide information about drugs and tonsequences of using drugs. The project includes
also a programme for parents: information, prewentiecognition, “how to get support” and exchange
meetings.

National Project: Home Party. Special programme for (ethnic) sogi@luded families. Small meetings
that will be organised by a guest parent, whoagtd and supported by a professional in their own
neighbourhood. Aim: information, prevention, recatjon, “how to get support” and exchange meetings.

There are several manuals and websites for lothbdties, catering entrepreneurs and employeesatin
of which is to provide information and awareness.

Regional Project: Unity. A peer-project for young people. Aim: pegtucators inform and recommend
youngsters in bars, disco’s and parties aboutiss of using drugs. “Users” will be informed abdwatw
to use the drugs in a limited and responsible way.

National/Local Project: Harm-reduction. A spe@abgramme for those addicted to hard-drugs. Addicts
who are using heroin needles can change theirnsedles free for new and clean needles. Aim:
prevention of spreading of infection of Hepatitieid C.

Lots of flyers and websites are developed for yaterg about drugs, alcohol, sex, abuse etc. Akso th
media acts very active about the topics with spee@grammes for youngsters. In the Netherlandeetise
a lot of Youth Information Points (JIP). These gsiaim to have strong communication with youth @bou
the priority topics.
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Name of Country: Netherlands

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood

Starting by obtaining the age of 18

Buying Alcohol:

16 (light: beer, wine)
18 (hard liquor: spirits, cocktails or breezers)

Consuming Alcohol

16
It's not allowed to offer or sell alcohol (light bard) to

anyone under 16 years. Consuming alcohol undeaigbe

of 16 is not punishable.

D

Buying Tobacco

16
It's not permitted to offer or sell tobacco to angaunder
16 years.

Consuming Tobacco

No legal constraint

Driving

Cars : 18 (driving licence required)

Motorbikes: 18 (driving licence required)

Other Vehicles: 18 (driving licence required)
Mopeds/Scooters: 16 (also driving licence required)

Sexual Consent

It is not allowed for adults andngsters to have any
sexual activity with persons under 12 years.
Officially youngsters in the age of twelve, thinkee
fourteen and fifteen are not allowed to have amyake
activity with each other and/or with adults. Scerthis
no sexual consent up to 16, but if there still \y#l
sexual activity with youngsters above 12 yearsethvah
be no criminal proceedings unless it will be repdiby
the young person her/him self.

There is no sexual consent for any age (even ab®ye
with social workers, teachers, youth workers, beedn
these cases there will be inequality in relatiopshi

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and

Euph&ubstances

Drug Use

Netherlands distinguishes between Softard drugs.
Netherlands has a policy of tolerance. The legalfar
buying “soft” drugs e.g. weed and hash is 18 ye&mwft
drugs can be bought in legally registered “coffeeps”.
There is a limit of 5 grams per person each time

Producing and dealing in Hard drugs is prohibited.
However, using hard drugs will not be prosecutad.
experimental project being undertaken for a snrallg
of people suffering drug addiction where they are
supported by specific institutions where methadene
supplied to replace Heroin. The outcomes of tlogeot
are reported as positive in that addicts are hiealthith
a reduced incidence of crime and less disorderly
conduct.

Frequenting places which sell alcohol

No specdigd apply. For the most part admittance
and frequenting such places is left to the “dodicgd
of the establishment itself.
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Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits

Legal toleraecfor alcohol in the bloodstream while
driving in Netherlands is .5 mgs per 100 ml of lwloo
With a blood alcohol level of 1.3 mgs per 100mls of
blood the driving licence of the driver will be
confiscated (recalled)

Section Il — Youth Exchanges
Laws regarding Young People on Youth | Nothing specific
Exchange

General Cultural Practices of Note

The drugs toleegolicy in Netherlands sets it apart
from other European nations.

Dutch society is significantly multicultural but thall
cultures are well integrated into Dutch society.

Ratios

General ratio is 5:1 Could be changed. Ddipgron the
needs of the group.

There is no specific recommendation on gender
breakdown in the leader group.

No specific ratio on youth clubs leader represéuat

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

Professional YoWhbrkers are educated via specific
programmes at academies. Voluntary Youth
workers/leaders are not required to have formal
gualifications.

Reporting of Abuse

In the Netherlands there is Ibi@ation to report child
abuse. Doctors or social workers who come acrass, @
suspect there is a case of child abuse, have whwugi
for themselves whether it is in the child’s interes
report it. However, there is a lot of awarenessiiing
for professionals dealing with children (doctorgtses,
childcare workers, teachers) to detect signs ofabu

There is an obligation for management to reporsabu
and neglect if it takes place in their instituteg their
professionals.

For more informationwww.youthpolicy.nl“Child
Abuse”.

Contact telephone numbers for
young people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges

No specific laws

Child Protection Laws pertaining to Youn
People in Youth Clubs

gThere are no specific laws pertaining to the
safety of Young people in youth clubs.

Laws described as above about drugs, sex and
alcohol apply also for youth clubs.

Rules and guidelines pertaining to safety in
general of young people are most of the times
developed and established by the youth clubs
themselves or/and by the policy of municipality

Child Protection Policy or Guidelines

The MinistrfyJustice is responsible for the Child
Protection Council. This council is responsible for
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justice of/for young people and cooperates strongfly
the Youth Care Agency in the Netherlands. Both
organisations act by respecting and executing the
guidelines for child protection in the Netherlands.
Youth care in the Netherlands comprises the folhgwi
elements:

- youth assistance work

- youth protection

- mental health care for young persons

- young persons with mild mental disabilities.

More information about the policy:
http://www.minvws.nl/en/ andwww.youthpolicy.nl

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency Rooms

No fee reqdoedccess to the emergency room of g
hospital for anyone legally living in the Netherttsn this
is a cost covered by medical insurance. Insuramgas
have to be presented at the hospital.

Useful Websites and Resources

http://www.youthpolicy.nl

http://www.minvws.nl/en

http://www.minocw.nl/english
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Norway

Information from Sept 2006
Youth Work Practice

The direction and development of youth work isrgponsibility of The Ministry of Children and
Equality Development. There are training actigtier peer educators (young people) and training
activities for teachers, social operators, yousoemtions working in the public and private sestor

Street (Mobile) Units: well-equipped mobile unitanegposed of street operators who give informatich an
support offer their help and counselling aboutyges of information about the risks of drug usath
This service is targeted at all youth aged 13-&4ryin the local community.

Initiatives on Risk Issues or Drug Use

Youth departments of municipalities and differergamisations run different campaigns against dhuge
and for social empowerment among young peoplecal loegional and national level.

Name of Country: Norway

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: 18 for wine and beer

20 for stronger alcohol (spirits)
Consuming Alcohol 18 for wine and beer

20 for stronger alcohol (spirits)
Buying Tobacco 18
Consuming Tobacco 18
Driving Cars — 18

Motorbikes — 18
Other vehicles:
small motorbikes and scooters — 16

Bus- 21

Sexual Consent 16

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use All drugs are illegal. Only those on noadliprescription
are permitted.

Frequenting places which sell alcohol No specdi® but most premises have their own

admission policy which helps them to control ofgao
consuming alcohol on their premises

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits 0.2mgs per 1060s of blood

Section Il — Youth Exchanges
Laws regarding Young People on YouthNo specific laws but those employed in youth clohsst
Exchange know First Aid.
All car passengers must use seat belts / mustdakifis
coaches
General Cultural Practices of Note Consumptionrafyd and alcohol is strictly forbidden in

youth clubs and activities organised by youth clesn if
the participants are over the age of 18.

Ratios No specific recommendation in regard toorhtit the
National Agency recommends 8:1 concurrent with the
recommendation of the YOUTH Programme. They alsc
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recommend that both male and female leaders shauld
present if the group is mixed

Within a youth clubs the recommendation is thaeéast
two employees are at work at all times.

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

None, but youthdieis get compulsory education/
training.

Reporting of Abuse

Yes there is an obligation forécases of abuse at all
times to the police and/or child care services

Contact telephone numbers for
young people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges

No specific laws

Child Protection Laws pertaining to
Young People in Youth Clubs

None currently, but there is an ongoing discussiothe
need for police certificates from employees in yocitibs
and youth NGO'’s

Child Protection Policy or Guidelines

No but thevgmmment has grant aided the Norwegian
Youth Council who have developed 3 publications and
web site on “safe” project. One of the publication
loosely entitled “Guidelines for child and youth
organisations who encounter boundary transgressrgal
behaviour”

Section V — Medical Care Charges and

Access

Access to Hospital Emergency Rooms

Small fee fygtiaic treatment (ca.16- 25 euro) No fe
for hospitalisation

11%

Useful Websites and Resources
www.bufdir.no

Norwegian government office for welfare and pratacof children and families.

www.lnu.no
Norwegian youth council

www.ung.no

Information for youth ( govern. all materials haseh checked)

www.ungogfri.no
The national youth club organization

http://www.eung.no/

Youth portal

www.luk.no
Outreach agency for social workers
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Poland
Information from Sept 20

Name of Country: Poland
Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition
Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: 18
Consuming Alcohol 18
Buying Tobacco 18
Consuming Tobacco 18
Driving Cars — 18

Motorbikes — 16
Other Vehicles — age varies depending on type bicle

06

Sexual Consent

15 years

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&iubstances

Drug Use

Possession, selling or buying drugs istlstiprohibited.

Frequenting places which sell alcohol

Tobacco aldtol are not sold to young people under
18 years. ID cards are often requested as proafef
There are no specific rules about frequenting glabes
but many places operate their own admission pglicie

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits

0.2 “promile¥’ (Is this 0.2mgs per 100mls of blood?)

Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on YouthThere are no specific laws relating to internatiomath

Exchange

projects. All the regulations refer to organisedaol trips
and where problems arise, these laws will be usdbte
legal basis to proceed.

General Cultural Practices of Note

Nothing in fmariar

Ratios

12-15:1
No specific recommendations regarding male/female
breakdown of leaders but it does happen as a peacti

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

Youth work is nategognised profession in Poland.
There is a course required to work in schools ganise
and co-ordinate leisure time activities for schgaing
youth.

Reporting of Abuse

There is an obligation to repdmtise if it is perceived as
criminal. It should be reported to the police.

Contact telephone numbers for
young people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges

International ¥oExchange is not recognised in law in
Poland. All regulations which are used are theserring
to organised school trips.

Child Protection Laws pertaining to
Young People in Youth Clubs

No answer given

Child Protection Policy or Guidelines

None

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency Rooms|

Free of chduthe ipatient has insurance
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Youth Work Practice

Portugal

Information from Sept 20

06

In 2003, the Government set up a law about speefjairements for entities who want to developdefi
camps for children and young people aged betwesrd€l8, such as: security, sanitary, health cromdit
and obligation to have a “complaints book”

Initiatives on Risk Issues and Drug Use

* Alcohol campaign “100% cool”

*Portuguese Road Prevention “Klicseguro” (safe)klic

*Eu tenho valor” (I've value) anti tobacco

consuiopt

Name of Country: Portugal

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood

18 but criminal responsibility appliedl# years

Buying Alcohol:

16

Consuming Alcohol 16
Buying Tobacco 16
Consuming Tobacco 16
Driving Cars - 18

Motorbikes — 16
Other vehicles — 18

Sexual Consent

16 years

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use

All drugs are illegal. Sanctions are sgupat differing
levels dependent on the types of drug and whetirer f
sale or consumption.

Frequenting places which sell alcohol

No specdiod

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits

the maximumel of blood alcohol permitted when
driving is 0.49 gl/l.

Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on Youth
Exchange

No but seat belts are obligatory for children imacies
up to 12 years old.

General Cultural Practices of Note

None

Ratios

10:1
No other ratios recommended

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

Yes (please spécify

Reporting of Abuse

Yes reporting is obligatory atduld be reported to the

Children’s Court, Police or Child Protection
Commission.

)

Contact telephone numbers for
young people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges

None

Child Protection Laws pertaining to Youn
People in Youth Clubs

gNone
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Child Protection Policy or Guidelines | Yes — plegae details of the nature of the guidelines.

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency Rooms Free for thosenl2 years and there is a charge of €8
thereafter.

Useful Websites and Resources

WWW.apsi.org.pt
www.cnpcijr.pt
www.apav.pt
WWW.psp.pt
WWw.prp.pt

www.kicsequro.pt
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Slovak Republik (SR)

Information from Sept 2006
Youth Work Practice
Organization of youth policy in Slovakia

Youth policy service is organized at the centrakleand at that of local governments and munidijesli
Each level has its own elected representativeks tasd responsibilities. Some tasks are shared statte
service and municipality.

At the central level it's the National Council dfet Slovak republic, the ministries, organizatiofstate
administration. Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic is the highest central body with
responsibility for state policy on children and tlmuHowever, social and legislative protection biidren
and youth falls under the auspices of the Minisfrizabour, Social Affairs and Family.

The rights of the children and youth are not cedifseparately in the legislation of the SR, buy tre
quoted in the Bill of Fundamental Rights in the &titation of the SR, which guarantees also a pplecdbf

specialized protection of children and youth.

SR has no Youth Act, which would unite all the &sklating youth policy, but in the year 2001 the
Government accepted a documé&@onception of the state policy towards children and youth in the

SR until the year 2007”. This document defines the needs and optimal itimmd for educational and
professional preparation of the children and yotitiejr integration to professional and social liéad
support of the development of personality traitd tatents inside and outside of school.

Governmental Council for Children and Youth is a consultative, initiating and co-ordinatingdgaf the
Government, which implements in its activities martarly the United Nations Engagement on the Right
of the Child and Declaration of the Human Rightarresponding resolution of the Council of Europd an
the EU White paper on Youth.

luventa is an administrated institution of the Ministry Bflucation, which realises undertakes tasks under
the auspices of the state youth policy. luventals® the seat of the National Agency for the EU tfiou
Programme.

Leisure time activities centres
School centre of leisure time activities
Institute of School Information and Prognosis

Since 1989 there has been a significant increasieeimumber of civil associations of children armdith

with different foci and goals. An umbrella orgartisa of children and youth organization with natieide

range is therouth Council of Slovakia, which unites organizations with various objectiiesspective of
political, religious, national and ethnic status. hain target is to influence state policy, inertb create
condition the universal, free and democratic dgwelent of children and youth to achieve their |egéte

interests. YCS is also a founding member of theogean Youth Forum.

The Mission of theFoundation Intenda is to support the development of a youth-friendbciety by
supporting activities of the young people, leadimghe fulfilment of their needs in the communitiedere
they live and by creating space for their involvairia the society.

Youth Information Centres are youthorganization working with and for youth. They proiinformation
and counselling services for young people in tietdfof legislation, psychologies, social mattersalth
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and economy and also provide publishing of infoforatelated to the possibilities of studying abrpad
travelling etc. An umbrella organization of the YilCSlovakia is called the Association of the Imfation
and Counselling Youth centres in the SR (ZIPCEM).

Initiatives on risk or drug use among young people

The Research Institute of Child Psychology and &aychology guaranteed preventive program ,The
way to emotional maturity* with delegation of theifistry of Education. This program focused on drug

prevention was implemented during the years 20@/20n regions was this program guaranteed by the
Pedagogical-psychological Counselling Centres ant@e of Educational and Psychological Prevention.
The programme was implemented by teachers of pyisarools on local level (also teachers of secondar

schools, especially the 8 — year secondary schools)

Name of Country: Slovakia

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: 18
Consuming Alcohol 18
Buying Tobacco 18
Consuming Tobacco 18
Driving Cars — 18

Motorbikes — 15 years old (to 50 &n

16 years old (125 cth

Other Vehicles — age varies depending on type of
Vehicle - 18-21 years

Sexual Consent 15
Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&iubstances
Drug Use For trafficking and possession of drugsehs a penalty from 2 to 8

years in prison, financial penalty or forfeituretbé stuff. For
selling it to the person under 18 year it is 3-g@rg in prison and t¢
person under 15 year it is 8-10 years in prison.

Frequenting places which sell | No

alcohol
Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol | There is a zero-tolerance regarding to drinking @rindng (0.0 mg
Limits per 100 ml of blood)

Section Ill — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People| None
on Youth Exchange

General Cultural Practices of | None
Note

Ratios There are no recommendations regardingstatio

Qualifications of Youth Leaders Status of youthdierais not defined in Slovakia yet, but for
example Centre of leisure time in Slovakia aregdilito have at
least 3 persons with pedagogical education.

Reporting of Abuse There is an obligation to repoy cases, which violate rights of the
children. You should report to the social-legislatbody for
protection of children and social guardianship.

Contact telephone
numbers for young
people’s help lines and
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emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth
Exchanges

No, there are no laws regarding the youth exchangesre are
some specific laws regarding summer camps for i@hilés for
example there is an obligation to have a medica-taker some
sanitary standards etc.

Child Protection Laws
pertaining to Young People in
Youth Clubs

None

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

There is no specific policy, however the Conventorrights of
children must be respected.

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency

Rooms

Yes, the charge is circa €1.50 and transport nisettee paid.

Useful web addresses

http://www.minedu.sk Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic

www.mladez.sk Youth Council of Slovakia

www.zipcem.icm.sk Association of the Information and Counsellinguth centres in the SR

http://www.uips.sk Institute of School Information and Prognosis

www.cipc.sk- Centre for the international legal protectiorchfldren and youth

http://www.unicef.sk/ldi- Children hot line

http://www.infodrogy.sk General secretariat Board of Ministers for drugedetencies and drug control
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Slovenia

Information last updated: 10 Apr 2009
Youth Work Practice

Slovenia boasts a long tradition of non-governmientganisation operation in the cultural, sportuyg
social and other areas. Also characteristic of &iev is a rather high proportion of people pungu
leisure activities or interests. The above mentioentributes to the acquisition of knowledge and
experience in participation, democratic dialoguéhimi organisations, voluntary work etc. Althoughsth
area is not regulated from a single centre, theigt garious ways of promotion and assistance whieh
very efficiently used by both non-governmentalasgations and individuals.

The Office of the Republic of Slovenia for Youthdsbody within the Ministry of education, sciencela
sport which monitors the situation of young peoaisl implements measures in the field of non-formal
education, leisure time and participation of yopegple in society.

Still, problems regarding youth in general are beinegulated by different state authorities with
sufficient coordination or collaboration

Initiatives on Risk Issues or Drug Use

Web events serve as an entertaining way to aftisitbrs to a web site and to educate young peaipbeit
drugs. The Office for Drugs, with external assistggrhas to date prepared three web games. Bechilse 0
encouraging response, more are planned in thefuieae.

Name of Country: Slovenia

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18 years

Buying Alcohol: 18 applies to all establishmenthiisg alcohol. It is not possible to
buy alcohol after 9 pm in open stores. It can lveeskonly in bars.

Consuming Alcohol Minors under 18 may not buy atddbut it is not illegal for them to
consume it.

Buying Tobacco 15 years

Consuming Tobacco Minors under 15 may not buy tobdmt it is not illegal for them
to consume it.

Driving Cars — 18 years

Scooter (category H) 14
Motorbike (category A) 11kW 16 years

25kw 18 yea
Other Vehicles — tractor — 15 years
Sexual Consent 15 years
Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&ubstances
Drug Use Soliciting another to use drugs or prownggs is considered a

criminal act punishable by law. It is also illegalprovide a person
with a place for the use of drugs.

Frequenting places which sell | No minors — under 18 — may frequent night clubs mimbrs under
alcohol 15 may not visit public events that are classifisdunsuitable for
young persons.

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol | No alcohol in blood
Limits

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People| None
on Youth Exchange
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General Cultural Practices of | None
Note
Ratios 8:1

No ratios regarding male/female leaders for a yextthange
No recommended ratios for youth clubs

D

Qualifications of Youth Leader

No professionalldications for youth workers.

Reporting of Abuse

There is an obligation to repades of abuse of young people to
social services.

Contact telephone
numbers for young
people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

- Police station, 113

- Call in case of emergency, 112

- TOM telephone for child and youth who are threatkand
problems of any kind — 080 12 34 (every day fromafr2to 8 pm)
- SOS telephone for women and children, victimsiofence, 080
11 55

- CPM Center for helping young up to 26 yearsKadd of
problems), + 386 1 438 22 10

- Crisis center for youth (up to 18 years), alldgrof distress, 080
1552

- Intervention service of social security, 041 231

- MISS - Youth information and Counselling Serviggprmations
and help for young - +386 1 510 16 75

- The young for the young telephone (young giveatieces), +
386 1510 16 75

- SAMARIJAN, help in mental distress, 080 11 13

- SOS telephone, info about drugs, 080 12 34

- Union against sexual abuse, 080 28 80

- EMMA-Center for help victims of violence — 080 33

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth
Exchanges

There is no specific Laws for Youth Exchanges

Child Protection Laws
pertaining to Young People in
Youth Clubs

None

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the €lpitotects the
youth up to 18 years.

Over 18 years — European Convention on Human Ragids
Fundamental Freedoms (Council of Europe document)

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency
Rooms

Payment is only required if a person has no insxgaburing their
temporary stay in the Republic of Slovenia, insysetsons from
the EU member states will be able to claim medieaices in
public health institutions and from private doctafiso have
concluded a contract with the Health Insurancatlristof Slovenia
(HIIS) on the basis of the European health inswarard.

More about the Public Health Care Servicehtp://www.zzzs.si/

Useful Websites and Resources

The Slovenian Office for YOUTHittp://www.uradzamladino.gov.si/

The Office for Drugs at the Ministry of Healthittp://www.uradzadroge.gov.si/
National YOUTH Council of Slovenihttp://www.mss.si/

Human Rights Ombudsmdattp://www.varuh-rs.si/

Youth Information and Counselling Centre Sloveihigp://www.z-misss.si/
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Spain
Information from Sept 2006

Name of Country: Spain
Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition
Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: 18
Consuming Alcohol 18
Buying Tobacco 18
Consuming Tobacco 18

Driving

Cars and similar vehicles — 18
Motorbikes — depending on power of the engine — 14

Sexual Consent

13

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use

The law regard drug abuse is 1/1992hdrcase of
possession of a small quantity of drugs for persose,
an administrative sanction can be imposed. If the
offence is related to trafficking, then the sanetwill be
judicial and carries a penalty of jail. The congtion of
illegal drugs in a public place is considered dation of
public health.

Driving under the influence of euphoric drugs is
punishable by fines, confiscation of the drivingelnce
and arrest.

Frequenting places which sell alcohol

None

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits

0.5gms per 160s of blood

Section Il — Youth Exchanges
Laws regarding Young People on Youth
Exchange

General Cultural Practices of Note

Ratios

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

Reporting of Abuse

Contact telephone numbers for
young people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges

The general langining to child protection applies —
1/1996

Child Protection Laws pertaining to Youn
People in Youth Clubs

gAs above

Child Protection Policy or Guidelines

The Secretafr$tate of Social Services, Families &
disabilities coordinates the Child Protection piekc
through the Directorate of Families and Childhood

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency Rooms |

No charge foesecto hospital emergency rooms
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Sweden
Information last updated: 27 Feb 2009
Name of Country: Sweden
Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition
Adulthood 18
Buying Alcohol: 18 in restaurants; 20 in shopscd¥ol is only sold in special
shops
Consuming Alcohol 18
Buying Tobacco 18
Consuming Tobacco 18
Driving Cars — 18

Motorbikes — 18; Lighter versions 16
Other Vehicles — bus — 21 years

Sexual Consent

15

Section Il — Laws pertaining to D

rugs and Euph&ibstances

Drug Use

No drugs are allowed in any circumstances

Frequenting places which sell
alcohol

Young people may frequent restaurants and barsbst not be
served alcohol if they are under 18 years

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol
Limits

Permitted blood alcohol concentration is 0.2 pémil3 of blood.

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People o
Youth Exchange

N Seat belts compulsory in cars, must be used ibathkes

General Cultural Practices of No

te Nothing in mafdr other than a less than flexible attitude
towards timekeeping!

Ratios

No formal recommendations regarding rati®sme
municipalities have determined their own ratio liegments but
this may differ from one municipality to another

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

There are no foromhpulsory qualifications but there is
education/training for people who want to work wjtsung
people professionally or as volunteers

Reporting of Abuse

Staff who work professionallytwyoung people, as teachers,
doctors are obliged to report abuse. The genegllption, not
working professionally are encouraged to reportitistnot
obligatory. This is the case for volunteer leaddss.

Cases should be reported to the local social sss\hody.

Contact telephone numbers for
young people’s help lines and
emergency numbers

Help line: 0200-230230 (BRIS — Barnens rétt | saletidpublic
organization funded by the government)
Emergency number: 112

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth
Exchanges

Nothing specific to youth exchanged. The law apjtlies to
safeguarding the rights of children/young people e general
laws of the land apply.

Child Protection Laws pertaining
to Young People in Youth Clubs

Nothing specific.

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

None

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency

Yes, if you have a European sickness insurance gatdpay the

Rooms

same fee for emergency and necessary care as asBwiéizen.
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| The fee is 140 Swedish kronor, 15 euro.
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Turkey

Information from Sept 2006

Name of Country: Turkey

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18

Turkish Civil Code sets the completion of the egginth year of age as
the beginning of legal age, a person could be dedegs having legal
age in an earlier age by means of a marriage at getdict.

“The legal age of majority is eighteen (18) years.
Marriage confers a person majority” (Turkish Ci@bde, Art:11).

“A 15-year-old minor may be declared with courtdiet as having lega
age with his or her request and the parents' céhGaurkish Civil
Code,Art:12).

“The legal age of consent for marriage is seven{@@&hyears for both
male and female persons” (Turkish Civil Code Ag4)

“But, the judge may permit the marriage of a 16ry&d male or female
for important reasons and under exceptional cir¢cantes” (Turkish
Civil Code Art: 124/2).

Buying Alcohol: 18

Sale and serve of alcoholic beverages under 1& yéage is forbidden
and Police will deny access to bars, music haklsdaces where
alcoholic beverages are served to persons undged® of age, even if
they are accompanied by their guardians or tutors.

Consuming Alcohol 18
Buying Tobacco 18
Sale of tobacco and its products under 18 yeaag®efare forbidden
Consuming Tobacco 18
Driving Motorised bike, motorcycle, tractor and s manufactured-changed-

equipped vehicle for patient and disabled person - 17,

Automobile, minibus, pickup truck - 18,

Truck, wrecker, bus -22

Sexual Consent 18
The perpetrator of child abuse shall be imprisdioe@ term of three to
eight years.

Sexual abuse means:

a) any act of sexual nature against a minor whabasompleted
fifteen years of age or though completed fifteeargavho lacks the
competence to perceive the legal meaning and carsegs of such
acts,

b) sexual acts against other minors depending emiifrce, threat,
deception or by any other reason affecting the efithe child,

Sexual intercourse with a child over fifteen (15)hout any violence is
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punished between six (6) months to two (2) yeammisonment if the
victim complains (Turkish Penal Code Art: 104).

Section Il — Laws pertainin

g to Drugs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use

Possession, selling or buying drugs istlstiprohibited.
“A person who buys narcotic or stimulant materal dising or accept
and keep these materials, will be punished fromtorteo-year prison
sentence” (Turkish Penal Code Art:191).

Frequenting places which
sell alcohol

“Access to bars, music halls and places where al@pheverages are
served to persons under 18 years of age is forbjdelen if they are
accompanied by their guardians or tutors” ( LawshenDuties and
Authority of the Police Art:12).

Drink-driving — Blood
Alcohol Limits

0.5 per 100mis of blood is the legal limit.
The punishments are:

For the first offence: 235 YTL (135 Euro approxielg) fine, 6-month
driving prohibition.

For the second offence: (135 Euro approximatehg, 2-year driving
prohibition and these drivers have to succeed “Enation Of Training
For Developing Drivers’ Behaviour” prepared by Mitriy of Health.

For the third or subsequent offence: 5-year driyinghibition, with 532
YTL (€272 approximately) fine and minimum 6-mon#carity prison,
also end of the driving prohibition these driveubject to psycho-
technical evaluation for regaining driver license.

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young
People on Youth Exchang

There are no specific law pertaining to exchangesh®e general laws
e on safety also apply to youth exchange.

In affiliation with the State Planning Organisatidine Centre for
European Union Education and Youth Programmesy@ocate body,
possessing administrative and financial autonomy sed up in August
2003 in order to implement EU Youth Programme.

General Cultural Practices
of Note

Nothing in particular.

Ratios

The NA recommends a ratio of 8-10:1 butehgmo requirement in
law.

In the case of disadvantaged youth groups or thitbespecial needs —
leader ratios may be higher.

Male/female ratios vary but the National Agencymates 1:1
(50/50%).

Within a youth clubs the obligation is that atdeane youth leader,
educator, trainer have to work at all times (Y oatidl Sport Clubs’
Regulation Art:20)

Qualifications of Youth
Leaders

20% of youth workers are paid, the rest are vokenste

Youth leaders and educators who will work in yoclikbs have to get a

certificate to be given by General Directorate oluth and Sport and
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other Authorised Institutions (Youth and Sport GluRegulation
Art:20)

The NA also provides training workshops on youtbh&nge projects.

Reporting of Abuse

The NA must report known casdhé¢ Directorate General of
Education and Culture of the Commissions regardingse on Youth
Exchanges.

Reporting on irregularities and fraud

The obligation to report applies at the momenthefdetection. Any
irregularity should be reported in writing to ther@mission (original
hard copy duly dated and signed by the DirectdhefNAs) regardless
of the amount and the (supposed) prejudice.

Contact telephone
numbers for young
people’s help lines an
emergency numbers

>N

Section IV — Child

Protection
Specific Laws for Youth Available Child Protection Laws and other geneasld cover youth
Exchanges exchange activity and are considered adequate.

Child Protection Laws
pertaining to Young Peopl
in Youth Clubs

Yes, professional youth workers are always preiseytuth clubs.

b There are also specific rules for outdoor actisied sports relating to
equipment, qualification of youth leaders, ratia anedical certification
of fitness.

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

Turkey has “Child Protection Law” passed from tlaliament in July
2005.

The child protection is the responsibility of varinstitutions including
General Directorate of Social Services and Chilatéttion Agency and
The General Directorate of Youth and Sport, Stateidtty and other
public bodies.

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital
Emergency Rooms

No charge if all fees covered by insurance. Iféhiemo in insurance, th
patient is invoiced later.
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United Kingdom

Information from Sept 2006
Youth Work Practice

Youth work in the UK promotes young people’s peed@nd social development, helping young people
learn about themselves, others and society thrangHformal education activities. About 60% of young
people in the UK come into contact with youth watlsome point between the ages of 11 and 25. There
are over 8,000 youth workers, 25,000 part-time @méstimated half a million volunteers workinglie t
youth sector in the UK. The government has sebauitcomes that matter most to children and young
people:

Being healthy

Staying Safe

Enjoying and Achieving
Making a Positive Contribution
Economic Well-being

Good youth practice encourages civic learning ardlvement. The National Youth Agency works with
regional partners in youth work units to securédrsaegional infrastructure and a platform for youtork
and youth services. The Youth Work Unit align thelnas to local and national priorities and proviae
effective route to regional youth work staff froothl authorities and the voluntary sector.

Name of Country: UK

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18

Buying Alcohol: 18
Itis illegal to give a child under 5 years alcahol

Consuming Alcohol Can consume alcohol in a licernm®anises at 16 but cannot
consume alcohol in a public place until 18 yeads ol

Buying Tobacco 16

Consuming Tobacco 16

Driving Cars & Motorbikes — 17
Other Vehicles (hgvs — 21 with special licence)

Sexual Consent 16 (17 in Northern Ireland)

Section Il — Laws pertaining to Drugs and Euph&ubstances

Drug Use With the exception of alcohol, tobacco prekscribed medical
drugs all other drug use is illegal

Frequenting places which sell Young people under 14 who are unaccompanied arpanatitted

alcohol in bars but admission policies are operated byrttieidual
premises

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol 80mg of alcohol in 100ml of blood

Limits

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People oh Seat belts in motor coaches are compulsory.

Youth Exchange Health & Safety and comprehensive risk assessnoémetgery
aspect of a Youth Exchange must be carried out.

General Cultural Practices of Note UK is a multitetal society, therefore, cultural aspects such as
religious toleration must be observed.

Ratios If a mixed group — leaders of both gendasstrbe present. Lone
working with a group is not permitted
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General ratio is 8:1 but this varies dependinghenrnteeds of the
group.

For youth clubs the accepted ratio with most l@edhorities is
10:1

Qualifications of Youth Leaders

Yes, but they ané pre-requisite to undertaking an internation
exchange. Experience and training are esseriéflerent
gualifications apply depending on the sector e.g.
(voluntary/statutory/leisure sector etc)

Reporting of Abuse

Yes, there is an obligationgpart abuse through the appropria
channels. There are usually set procedures irplac
Local authorities have their own protocol on rejmgriof abuse.
NGOs involved in youth exchanges often have thein policy
on reporting of abuse and problems sometimes atigs there
are discrepancies between the two policies.
The NCVYS (National Council Voluntary Youth Servjazfer
advice to NGOs. The NCVYS offers tailored trainpeckages in
safeguarding and child protection.

te

Contact telephone numbers
for young people’s help
lines and emergency
numbers

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth
Exchanges

Yes

Child Protection Laws pertaining
to Young People in Youth Clubs

Yes

Child Protection Policy or
Guidelines

Not answered

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

Access to Hospital Emergency
Rooms

The NA advises youth groups to take out insurancatf
exchange. We recommend AXA. Activities centresadten
covered by their own policies.

Different rules apply for different countries redisng non-EU
citizens accessing free medical care whilst indKe Norway, for
example has a similar arrangement for medicalnreat in UK

EU countries. Other countries have different aresmgnts.

Useful Websites & Resources

www.nya.org.uk
WWW.NCVYS.org.uk
www.child-safe.org.uk
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Switzerland

Information included: 3 Apr 2009

Switzerland is a country with a federal structuteeve its 26 cantons (districts) play a very impartale.
Many rules concerning young people can thereforguite different from one region to another.

Most of the laws related to young people’s issuserig to the competence of the cantons, the ndtiona
level has only a few competences, for example giindhe criminal law.

Switzerland has a well developed system of youttkw®n the one hand, there are many private
associations that provide a wide range of activitied services.
On the other hand, almost every major municipdléyg at least one professional youth worker.

Disclaimer: The following indications may be sultjgcchange and vary from one place to another. The
information given is not legally binding and doeplace a good preparation!

Name of Country: Switzerland

Section | — Issue of Legal Recognition

Adulthood 18

Buying Alcohol: 16 years for beer, wine cider efi@,years for distilled
alcoholics and mixed sweet alcoholic drinks (“alopg’)

Consuming Alcohol 16 years for beer, wine cider,ett8 years for distilled
alcoholics and mixed sweet alcoholic drinks (“alcpg’)

Buying Tobacco Generally no limitations, but soraatons have set a limit of
16 years

Consuming Tobacco Generally no limitations, but sa@antons have set a limit of
16 years

Driving 18 years (14/ 16 for special vehicles Ifke example
mopeds)

Sexual Consent Any kind of sexual relations witddrkn below the age of

16 years are forbidden unless the age differenoetisnore
than 3 years. Under certain situations of dependenen
sexual relations with young people between 16 @hdré
considered as illegal.

Section Il — Laws and Practice in relation to Dtigg

Drug Use Production, possession and consumptiafi kind of illegal
drugs are punished by the law, yet a distinctiomégle
between “soft” drugs and hard “drugs” (more severe
punishment).

Despite some attempts of legalization, consumpian of
“soft” drugs like Cannabis is illegal in SwitzerthnYet the
enforcement differs a lot from one canton to anotimesome
(but not in all!) places, consumption of “soft” dislis more
or less tolerated.

Frequenting places which sell alcohgl  Differentnfrone canton/ municipality to another. There
may be no regulation at all or an age limit ofdsample 16
years (sometimes also related to time, for exarfguledden
after 9pm.)

Drink-driving — Blood Alcohol Limits | 0.5%o
(concentration per 100mls of blood.)

Section Il — Youth Exchanges

Laws regarding Young People on | No particular lagrsybuth exchanges
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Youth Exchange

General Cultural Practices of Note Nothing addition

Ratios Recommended: 1 leader per 10 young people
Qualifications of Youth Leaders

Reporting of Abuse There is no legal obligatiomeport abuse

Contact telephone numbers fof National emergency numbers:
young people’s help lines and Police: 117

Fire brigade: 118
emergency numbers Medical emergency: 144

Swiss toxicological information center: 145

Help line’s:
Young people and adults: 143
Children: 0800 55 42 10

Online counselinghttp://www.tschau.chittp://www.ciao.ch

Section IV — Child Protection

Specific Laws for Youth Exchanges No special natidaw

Child Protection Laws pertaining to | No special national law
Young People in Youth Clubs

Child Protection Policy or Guidelines|  No speciaio@al law

Section V — Medical Care Charges and Access

the insurance

Access to Hospital Emergency Rooms  No fee in cheenergency settled after the incident Witlr

Useful web addresses
Most of the following content is available in Gem#&rench and Italian only.

The Swiss federal ministry in charge of youth gioest
http://www.bsv.admin.ch/themen/kinder jugend ali@e@67/index.html?lang=en

The umbrella organization of (volunteer) youth arigations:
http://www.sajv.ch

The umbrella organization of (professional) youttrker’s associations:
http://www.doj.ch

The umbrella organization for Youth exchange:
http://www.intermundo.ch

Recommended book about youth worker’s questionatehe law (in German only):
http://www.okaj.ch/okaj/publikationen/rechtshandbuc

Link to the national criminal law:
http://www.admin.ch/ch/d/sr/c311 0.html

Link to the national criminal law for young people:
http://www.admin.ch/ch/d/sr/c311_1.html

Medical information for various countries includiBgvitzerland:
http://www.safetravel.ch

Tips from the Swiss ministry of foreign affaires:
http://www.eda.admin.ch/eda/de/home/travad/imidralh
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Trends and Patterns across the
European Union

83



Risk & Young Person Protection in the European Union — A Country Guide

1. Legal Age Limits:

11 Adult

There was consensus among all countries of legabretion of “adulthood” at age 18.

Latvia, Portugal and Austria identify 18 as thedlegge of adulthood but specify further
conditions e.g. in Portugal criminal responsibifigrtains at age 16 and in Austria, young people
are considered politically matdrat age 16.

1.2 Alcohol Purchase

The range of responses for the purchase of alaiteiches from “any age” in Belgium (FR) to
Iceland at age 20. 62% of respondents identifiegichars as the legal age for the purchase of
alcohol. Liechtenstein and Norway distinguish eswthe ages for purchasing mild and stronger
alcohol i.e. 16 for the purchase of wine and betrll8 years for stronger spirits. Finland makes a
similar distinction around the strength of alcohat the lower age limits are 18 for milder alcohol
(under 22% proof) and 20 for stronger alcohol. &veand Denmark distinguish age between
buying alcohol in shops and stores and buying is.ba

1.3 Alcohol Consumption

As with purchase, 62% of countries identify 18leslegal age for consumption. 35% of
countries identify 16 as the legal age for alcatwisumption. Ireland and Latvia specify
conditions e.g. parental consent for consumptiocal@dhol under the age of 18. Five respondents
(France, Norway, UK and Belgium (FL), Belgium (D&)d Greece) distinguish between mild and
stronger alcohol and allocate ages of 16 and J&uatiwely. In Slovenia it is illegal to purchase
alcohol under the age of 18 but not illegal to eons it. In the UK it is illegal to give alcohol &
child under five.

1.4 Tobacco Purchase & Consumption

All countries except Belgium (FR), Denmark, Belgi@iL) and Cyprus identify the same age for
both the purchase and consumption of tobacco. ageeange across all respondents is from 15-
18 years. There is no legal constraint on the aopsion of tobacco in Belgium (FL).
Luxembourg had no legal age for either categoryvihdandicate that tobacco may be consumed
under the age of 18 in special circumstafces

15 Driving and Operation of Motor Vehicles

151 Cars
Almost all countries identify 18 years as the leggé for driving.

1.5.2  Motorbikes
There is a wide variation in age limit for motorbgkranging from 14-21 for differing
reasons. Some respondents distinguish betweenandrkess powerful bikes i.e. the age
range differs according to the cubic capacity eftiiachine. Those in this category are
Liechtenstein, Sweden, Latvia, France, Denmarkyeé3i@, Estonia, Czech Republic and
Belgium (FL). Italy identifies 14 as the age footorbikes.

1.5.3  Other Vehicles

! The exact meaning of “politically mature” e.g.hido vote?
2 What are those special circumstances?
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1.6

There is a wide variation in age limits dependinglze type of vehicle being
driven/operated. Lithuania — 12 years for bicyde40 with special course in the
school.

Italy doesn’t specify legal age but has restrictciand constraints which relate to
requirement for particular licences.

Liechtenstein — age 14 for Agricultural purposes

Poland depends on the type of vehicle — no miniragegiven

Estonia gives an age - range from 10-18 from biyslimotorboat

Sweden, Latvia, Luxembourg, UK give 21 or up to 2t differing types of vehicles.

Sexual Consent

The range of age pertaining to sexual consent-is8L3Spain, Iceland, Austria, Slovenia, Estonia,
Lithuania and Czech Republic all at the lower ehthe age range i.e.13/14 years with Turkey,
Malta and Cyprus at the upper end i.e. 18 yeardtaly, the age of consent is raised or lowered
16 down to 13 respectively, depending on specifitunstances. In Latvia the law is not explicit
in relation to sexual consent but it is a crimiatience to engage in sexual activity with someone
under 16 years. The situation is similar in Fraogesexual activity becomes a criminal offence if
the young person is 15. The law in Ireland uetilently specified a different age of sexual
consent for males and females being 15 and 17 yespgctively. This has now been amended
and the age of sexual consent in Ireland is 17syear
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Drugs and Alcohol

2.1

2.2

2.3

Laws and Practice regarding Drug Use

19 of the 26 respondents i.e. 73% take a tougltstan drugs making both use/consumption as
well as dealing/trafficking etc illegal. Some cougsé make clearer distinctions in terms of
sanctions for small amounts of drugs for persoralas opposed to supplying and dealing e.g.
Italy, Slovenia, Czech Republic, Belgium (FL) andr@any (possibly included here also Belgium
(FR) and Denmark) which impose non-criminal samifor smaller offences or not directly
prohibiting use.

Denmark has an “Action Plan” which implements thw bn euphoric drugs which has a website
www.im.dk/publikationer/drugs/index.htmhich outlines initiatives with regard pwevention,
medical treatment, social treatment andlaw enforcement in order to curb drug use in Denmark.

Laws regulating frequenting of places selling alcohol

Germany has a law which regulates the times thag@eople and children may frequent a place
selling alcohol enshrined under tAeotection of Young Persons Act.

Many countries circa 40% do not have laws reguigtite time(s) that young people/children may
be in bars or places that sell alcohol. A numbemantries — Ireland, Slovenia, Malta, Iceland,
UK, Estonia, Belgium (FL) and Greece specify agérae limits that young people/children may
in such establishments. Some give varying agediffarent circumstances.

In some countries where there is no legislatiopl@te or where laws are vague or unclear, it is
often the bars themselves that apply age limiterdry, usually ranging from 18-21 e.g. Denmark,
Poland, Norway and UK. Many countries allow yoynample /children in bars but only with
parental/guardian/adult supervision e.g. Swedemmda, Luxembourg, Iceland, Belgium (FL),
Greece and Austria.

Laws regarding Drink/Driving — Blood Alcohol Levels

There were varying answers given which supplemetiitedbasic question asked showing that
certain countries have varying levels of toleradepending on the category of the driver (e.g.
Greece and Austria) or the level of punishment thetg depending on the amount of alcohol
found in the bloodstream.

Czech Republic and Estonia do not permit alcohth@blood while driving.

Norway allows a minimal 10ml as does Austria farteer-drivers with Sweden and Latvia
allowing just 20ml.

Cyprus allows 38ml and Lithuania 40ml. All otheuatries allow either 50ml or 80ml. The UK,
Liechtenstein, Ireland, Luxembourg and Malta at BBave the highest tolerance levels of blood
alcohol levels while driving.
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Youth Exchanges and Youth Clubs

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.3

Particular laws impacting on Youth Exchange

In general there is little in the way of specigél requirements impacting on the
implementation of a youth exchange. With regarHitst Aid — almost none of the countries
have any legal requirements. France has the neosalding legislation in this regard where
at least one youth worker involved in the youthrettge must have First Aid training.
Wearing of seat belts in motor coaches is obligaitosix of the countries — Denmark,
France, Portugal, UK Greece and Finland. Manyaredpnts reply that seat belts are
compulsory in cars but not in coaches. Luxembaeitess the European Directive for
legislation this year on this issue.

Other issues to take note of include:
When applying for visas for entry into Ireland,oall ots of time to ensure that visas
will be cleared in time for Youth Exchange.
In France, the regulations for sports and outdotivities are very strict.
There are very stringent risk assessment proceduaresery aspect of an exchange
in the UK.

Any cultural practices that visitor would benefit from knowing

Most responses to this very broad question cemtnetthe issues of a multi-cultural or multi-
denominational society and the need for toleraridee smoking ban in public places in
Ireland as well as levels/frequency of alcohol congtion was cited. In Estonia, it is
culturally acceptable to go to Sauna nude in mg@ader groupings if agreed. There was
some commentary on the strict prohibition of dragd alcohol in youth clubs even if the
participants are over 18 years of age.

Ratios

Ranges between 5:1 and 10:1. UK states thatdaaels must be with the group at all times.
Other cases only if the group is mixed and theeerisquirement for a male and female leader.
Special needs ratios dependant on the needs gfalp. Lithuania cites ratios for school
groups as 15:1 and indicates that there is nodstatplirement on ratios for youth exchanges.
Latvia has no definition on “Youth Leader” and thre no ratio.

In most countries there is no absolute requirerabout the gender ratios for staff to young
people but as a matter of good practice and in ncasgs the NA recommends the ratio and
gender requirements.

Ratios in youth clubs are equally unregulated imym@ountries. In Sweden and Finland,
while there may be no national rules, the munidiesl have their ratios which may differ
from one to the other. Belgium (FR) cites the aelguirement as that to have one full-time
youth assistant. Norway and Iceland cite the praatf at least two employees at all times.
The general response on ratio was 10:1

Qualifications

In many countries there are no professional qualifbns for youth workers. Professional
gualifications and standards are currently beingetiged in the Czech Republic. Those
countries which don’t have recognised qualificasion don’t recognise youth work as a
profession include: Greece, Lithuania, Latvia, RdldNorway, Iceland and Cyprus. France,
on the other hand, has a list of different quadificns for different types of leaders. In Italy,
there is no legal requirement to have professiquoalifications but access routes to
professional qualifications are available. In¥wuth Houses in Finland, trained volunteers
can be recruited but they must work in the presefieequalified youth worker. Finland has
its own system of training and education for yowtirkers. In Belgium professional
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gualifications are not a legal requirement to wiorkhe youth sector. Many people working
in the youth services in Belgium are volunteersthase who work in local communities
usually have recognised qualifications to bachetanasters degree level in relevant
disciplines.

Reporting of Abuse

No obligation to report abuse in Liechtensteinlgi@en (FR), Italy, Cyprus, Belgium (FL),
Estonia and Denmark — except in youth public clublreland and Malta there is no
obligation but rather a ‘responsibility’ to repoit the Czech Republic there is no obligation
to report a committed act, but if the abuse is awdg or likely to continue then it must be
reported to the police. France, Slovenia, Portugjaland, Latvia, Luxembourg, Norway,
Iceland, UK, Lithuania and Greece all have an @ltian to report under law. In Poland the
obligation to report depends on the meaning of ebui$ criminal then it must be reported to
the police. In Sweden, staff working with youngpke e.g. teachers, doctors are obliged to
report abuse but volunteers are encouraged rdtherabliged. In Ireland, where reporting is
considered a responsibility rather than an oblagathere is immunity from civil liability for
the person reporting if the child abuse is repoitegbod faith.

Police are the first point of reporting cited legpondents. Others include: Health Services,
Social Services, Designated person in the Youttaisgtion, Ministry with responsibility for
Youth. In Portugal such cases must be reportélaget@hildren’s Court and The Child
Protection Commission as well as the police. Iag@e there is an Ombudsman Child
Assistant and National Observatory for Child Rigénsl “Child’'s Smile” — an NGO.

4  Child Protection

4.1

4.2

4.3

Laws pertaining to the Safety of Young People on Youth Exchanges

While France, Luxembourg, UK, Estonia and Germaugycate that they have, laws
pertaining to the safety of young people on youtthanges, the vast majority of
countries do not have child protection laws retatio this issue.

Many countries refer to general laws covering tgbts of children or national child
protection laws as the closest link to coveringthicexchanges.

Child Protection Laws Pertaining to the Safety of Young People in Youth Clubs
Again, most countries do not have specific lawsrdimng youth clubs. General laws on
Health & Safety in the workplace and legislatiovgiming child protection of the
country cited in some instances — Liechtensteipr@yand Iceland. Certificates from
police regarding employees in youth clubs has laelapted as a practice in Norway.
There are on-going discussions in relation toithidorway. France has demanding
regulations on specific areas of activity in yoakhbs.

Child Protection Policy or Child Protection Guidelines

Iceland, France, Portugal, Malta, Turkey, Estomid @ermany say they have and it
might be useful to have some detail on these guiekel In the absence of a policy, some
countries devolve responsibility and competencedgulation to communities

(including social and judiciary protection) — Belgi (FR), local representatives of
Ministry of Youth & Sport (France), police, munieilities (Finland), Youth Council
(Norway) and via the International Treaty for thetection of Children’s Rights, or the
general laws of the land (Cyprus). Ireland h&ode of Practice in regard to Child
Protection for the Youth Work Sector but no spediiw pertaining to youth exchanges
or youth clubs. Norway, via the Youth Council llasee Government funded
publications with guidance for child and youth arigations regarding sexual abuse and
sexual harassment.
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| 5 Medical Care |

5.1 Emergency Room Hospital Charges
In the case of visiting the emergency room of ghak50% of the respondents indicate
that there is no fee required. For those whereetlsea charge, the fee generally ranges
from €3 to €8. However, in Ireland the chargedoess the emergency room is €60 and
is coupled often with extremely long waiting pesddr treatment. Sweden indicates that
there is a charge but does not specify the amddany countries indicate that the fee is

waived if the candidate has insurance.
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